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Cornelius And Jacoba (Wouters) Van Laarhoven Move To Little Black, Wisconsin

In 1916, Martin sent a postcard from Harb, Montana, to his father, Cornelius,
in Little Black, Wisconsin. The postcard shows Martin on his horse.

On June 26, 1919, Henry Van Laarhoven wrote a letter to the U. S. Land Of-
fice, Glasgow, Montana that was received June 30, 1919. In the letter he says,
“I am over here in Little Black, Taylor, Cou, Wis, for a little while, but I got
sick over here, but hope to be better soon to get back to my homestead.” The
letter is addressed from Little Black, Wisconsin.  

Henry Van Laarhoven filed an Application For Reduction Of The Required
Area Of Cultivation with the Department of Interior, U. S. Land Office, glas-
gow, Montana on October 11, 1919 regarding his homestead in Malta, Mon-
tana. His Application says, “I, Hendrikus D.D. Van Laarhoven of Little Black,
Taylor County, Wis., having made homestead . . .” Henry’s Application has
corroborating affidavits dated October 11, 1919 and signed by Cornelius Van
Laarhoven, a farmer, age 55, of Little Black, Wisconsin and John Van
Laarhoven, a farmer, age 31 of Little Black, Wisconsin. The affidavits say
they are acquainted with the land for five years. The affidavits say they read

the statements in the Application and they know the statements in the Application to be true.

Henry Van Laarhoven said in his Testimony Of Claimant filed September 8, 1920 in support of his prove-up that he left
his homestead again and did not return until April 1, 1920 saying to the Land Office that he “was east visiting my peo-
ple.” It is not known whether Henry went back to his homestead after writing his June 26, 1919 letter or after filing his
October 11, 1919 Application For a Reduction in Cultivation, and then presumably came back to Little Black some time
between October 11, 1919 and April 1, 1920. It is difficult to know if Henry stayed in Little Black with his family from
April 30, 1919, the date of his discharge, through April 1, 1920, the date he returned to his homestead.

In writing to his mother (Ludmilla Van Laarhoven), Bill Van Laarhoven wrote about stories his father (Martin Van
Laarhoven) told him about his life in Montana while Bill was growing up. Bill wrote:10

Most of the experiences he [Martin Van Laarhoven] told us about was what happened to him after he
reached this country. There was a lull of a few years until the family went west into the Montana area
where he and his brother or brothers became cowboys and herded and broke wild horses. Apparently,
it was at this time when my Grandfather and Grandmother settled down at the farm next to yours [Mar-
tin & Ludmilla Van Laarhoven] in Little Black. Pa was still in Montana bucking Broncos. Or was it at
this time that he joined the fishing boats to Alaska. We’ll talk about both. [Information Added].

Bill also wrote:11

Back to getting Pa back to Medford. This must have been an experience Medford will never forget until
all the old timers have died off. Pa and his brothers must have packed up a couple trainload of wild
western horses and when they got to Medford the train stopped downtown and Pa and his brothers open
the rail cars and left all these wild horses out and herded them down Main Street and down to the farm
in Little Black. The businessmen have told me while I was working at the drugstore that the people ran
for their lives. If there was a culvert handy they dove in it to get out of the way of the horses. This did-
n’t seem to bother the Van Laarhoven boys because they had the situation in control. However the
townspeople weren’t aware of this. I’d have liked to see this. [Emphasis Added.]

10 William (Bill) Van Laarhoven’s letters to his mother, Ludmilla (Rothamer) Van Laarhoven, n.d., p. 2.
11 William (Bill) Van Laarhoven’s letters to his mother, Ludmilla (Rothamer) Van Laarhoven, n.d., p. 2.

MARTIN VAN LAARHOVEN (THE COWBOY)
PICTURE POSTCARD MARTIN VAN LAARHOVEN SENT TO

HIS FATHER, CORNELIUS VAN LAARHOVEN, IN LITTLE

BLACK, WISCONSIN IN 1916. MARTIN WRITES, “THIS IS

MY PHOTOGRAPH TAKEN IN 1916.”  MARTIN WRITES,
“[H]ERE WITH I LET YOU KNOW IS HOTEL ARRIVED AT

HARB P. O. MONTANA AM WELL GREETINGS. YOUR

SON MARTIN VAN LAARHOVEN.”

________________



It is difficult to know precisely when the trainload of horse ar-
rived in Medford, but it would seem the event had to have oc-
curred some time between June 1919 and October 1920. In Bill’s
recollection, he says, “. . . down to the farm in Little Black,”
which indicate the event occurred sometime after November 29,
1919, the date Cornelius purchased the property in Little Black
and before Cornelius and Jacoba returned to Kimberley, Wis-
consin in 1920 to make their home there. Perhaps the horses ar-
rived between June 26, 1919 and Martin Van Laarhoven and
Ludmilla Rothamer wedding date, October 12, 1920.

Cornelius Van Laarhoven entered into a land contract with L.F.
Hammel and his wife, Idaline R. Hammel on November 29, 1919
to purchase their 80 acre farm in Little Black Township, Taylor
County, Wisconsin.12 He paid $6,000 for the property. He appar-
ently did not make a down payment. Instead, he financed the en-
tire purchase price using notes totaling $1,200 that were secured
by a chattel mortgage and second mortgage on 320 acres of  land
in Phillips County, Montana, probablly Cornelius homestead and
Peter’s that Cornelius purchased in 1918; $2,300 was due on or

before five years; and Cornelius assumed an existing mortgage of $2,500 that was outstanding against the property at
the time he purchased the farm. The $2,500 mortgage was given to Max Loeb on January 16, 1917, probably by L. F.
Hammel and his wife.

It is not known why Cornelius and Jacoba moved to Little Black. In any case, Cornelius and Jacob (Wouters) Van
Laarhoven probably did not find many people of Dutch descendent in Taylor County when they arrived. The population
of Taylor County was 18,045 in 1920.13 The highest level of rural population was reached in 1920 and was due to the
increased migration to the northern counties after the more desirable agricultural lands in southern Wisconsin had been
acquired.14 In 1920, there were 4,308 foreign-born, approximately 24 percent of the total population, with the great ma-
jority consisting of Germans, 1,457; Poles, 991; Czechoslovaks, 329; Austrians, 320; Swedes, 206; Norwegians, 187;
and Russians, 162.15

Martin Van Laarhoven probably move to Little Black, Wisconsin to help his father clear land that his father purchased
on November 29, 1919. According to Josephine (Van Laarhoven) Reinhold, her father, Martin, was living with his par-
ents and helping his farther break land on the farm. Josephine explained that Martin and his father were using trees cut
from the property to build a new barn on the property. She explained they had to hue each and every timber from trees
they cleared from the land. Josephine further explained that the woods came almost up to the buildings on the property,
and there were only a few buildings on the property. Cornelius’s land contract specifically said that he could not cut any
valuable timber growing on the property until he paid for the property, except to the extent he needed to cut valuable tim-
ber to clear the land. In a nutshell, according to Josephine and the land contract, Martin and his father were making a
farm out of wilderness. That had to mean there was not much cash generated to make mortgage payments.

12 Land Contract, Number 67568, Vol. 30f Land Contracts, p. 31; 1920 Plat Map, Little Black Township, Taylor County, Wisconsin.
13 Taylor County Register of Deeds Office, Taylor County Historical Sketch: Early Settlement, H.O. Rusesch, County Clerk, comp. (n.p.: Tay-

lor County Register of Deeds Office, n.d.), p. 6.
14 Taylor County Register of Deeds Office, p. 6.
15 Taylor County Register of Deeds Office, p. 6.

185

CORNELIUS VAN LAARHOVEN (B. 1864)
ON HIS FARM IN LITTLE BLACK, WISCONSIN.

________________
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1920 PLAT MAP, LITTLE BLACK TOWNSHIP, TAYLOR COUNTY, WISCONSIN



Cornelius and Jacoba (Wouters) Van Laarhoven appear on the 1920 Census for the Little Black Township, Taylor
County, Wisconsin.16 The 1920 Census was taken March 30 and 31, 1920. The Census shows Cornelius and Jacoba with
three sons living as a household. Cornelius is the head of the house. Cornelius’ age is shown as 55 and although Ja-
coba’s  age cannot be read, she would have just turned 58. Of their three sons indicated on the Census, only two names
can be read, one is John, age 33. The other is possibly George age 24. The name on the Census is very difficult to read,
but the son identified as George is probablly John Van Laarhoven who according to the corroborating affidavit that he
signed dated October 11, 1919 and in support of Henry’s Application For Reduction Of The Required Area Of Culti-
vation was a farmer, age 31, of Little Black, Wisconsin. The third son whose name cannot be made out was 25 years old,
single and naturalized in 1918. This son was probably Martin, age 25 and naturalized in 1918. The Census indicates all
family members shown on the Census immigrated to the United States in 1911 and all were naturalized citizens in 1918,
though George appears to have been naturalized in 1919. All members of the household could read and write English.
The Census indicates that all members of the household were born in Holland and spoke Dutch. The Census indicates
that the parents of Cornelius and Jacoba were born in Holland. The Census identifies Cornelius’ occupation as farmer.
The occupations of his three sons are listed as laborer. There is no occupation listed for his wife, Jacoba.

Cornelius and Jacob (Wouters) Van Laarhoven had to make three mortgage payments that included payments on the first
mortgage on their property in Montana; the notes totaling $1,200 on the property in Little Black, and the existing mort-
gage of $2,500 on the Little Black property.17 In addition, they had to save enough money to make their $2,300 balloon
payment on the Little Black property. Despite their sons’ apparent help, not surprisingly, Cornelius and Jacob Van
Laarhoven lost/sold the 80 acre farm in Little Black Township, Taylor County, Wisconsin.18

L.F. Hammel and his wife, Idaline R. Hammel held title to the property which Cornelius and Jacob (Wouters) Van
Laarhoven purchased in Little Black, Wisconsin on a land contract.19 On May 1, 1920, L.F. Hammel and his wife, Ida-
line R. Hammel transferred title to the 80 acre farm to George and Ludmilla Rothammer.20 George and Ludmilla Rotham-
mer purchased the property for $1.00 and subject to the existing mortgage of $2,500 that was outstanding against the
property at the time they purchased the farm.21 In addition, Cornelius and Jacob Van Laarhoven transferred all their in-
terest in the property to George and Ludmilla Rothammer on May 3, 1920.22

On September 22, 1920, George and Ludmilla (Kummer) Rothammer transferred the 80 acre farm in Little Black Town-
ship, Taylor County, Wisconsin to Martin Van Laarhoven and Ludmilla Rothammer for $1.00 and subject to the exist-
ing mortgage of $2,500 that was outstanding against the property at the time they purchased the farm.23 At the time,
Martin Van Laarhoven and Ludmilla Rothammer were not married.24 They married on October 12, 1920.25

16 1920 United States Census for the Little Black Township, Taylor County, Wisconsin. 
17 Land Contract, No. 67568, Vol. 30f Land Contracts, p. 31; 1920 Plat Map, Little Black Township,Taylor County, Wisconsin.
18 Land Contract, No. 67568; 1920 Plat Map, Little Black Township; Warranty Deed, No. 67573, dated May 1, 1920, Vol. 70 of Deeds, Vol. 70,

Page 566.
19 Land Contract, No. 67568; 1920 Plat Map, Little Black Township; Warranty Deed, No. 67573.
20 Land Contract, No, 67568; 1920 Plat Map, Little Black Township; Warranty Deed, No. 67573.
21 Warranty Deed, No, 67573.
22 Land Contract, No. 67568; 1920 Plat Map, Little Black Township; Warranty Deed, No. 67573.
23 Indenture, No. 68938, dated September 22, 1920, Book of Deeds, Vol. 73, p. 21.
24 Martin Van Laarhoven and Ludmilla Rothammer’s Certificate of Marriage, License Number 270, Department of Health B Bureau of Vital Sta-

tistics, State of Wisconsin, Vol 5, p. 438.
25 Martin Van Laarhoven and Ludmilla Rothammer’s Certificate of Marriage.
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Cornelius And Jacoba  (Wouters) Van Laarhoven Move To Kimberly / Kaukauna, Wisconsin

In 1920, Cornelius and Jacoba returned to Kimberley, Wisconsin to make their home there. During the period which Cor-
nelius and Jacoba owned their property in Little Black, Jacob (Wouters) Van Laarhoven was very ill with breast can-
cer.26 She suffered terribly with cancer of the breast, which fairly ate her up.27

Cornelius sold his homestead on July 25, 1922. Cornelius and Jacoba were living in Kaukauna, Wisconsin on the date
the homestead deed was signed. Then on February 20, 1923, Cornelius sold Peter’s homestead. Cornelius and Jacoba
were still living in Kaukauna, Wisconsin on the date that deed was signed.

Bernice (Van Laarhoven) Geiger explained that her parents, Henry and Marie Van Laarhoven, were living with Cornelius
and Jacoba (Wouters) Van Laarhoven in 1923. She explained that Cornelius went back to Holland in 1923, but did not
take his wife with him. Bernice said the reason Cornelius did not take his wife to Holland was not a money issue. In-
stead, Cornelius claimed that if Jacoba went to Holland, she would not return. Bernice further explained that Jacoba just
cried and cried because she could not go to Holland with Cornelius. Bernice said at the time, she was not living with her
parents, but her mother told her the story. By the time Bernice was born in Kimberly, Henry and Marie had moved out
and were living in their own home.

The Nieuw Amsterdam left Rotterdam, Holland on April 10, 1923. There were 938 passengers on the Nieuw Amster-
dam when it arrived in the Port of New York on April 22, 1923. According to the Nieuw Amsterdam’s manifest, Cor-
nelius was married, naturalized in Malta, Montana on December 19, 1917 and his home was in Kaukauna, Wisconsin.

Probablly Cornelius and Jacoba had a family picture taken in anticipation of Cornelius’ trip to Holland. The family pic-
ture probably was taken when Martin and Ludmilla’s son, William, was about 1-2 years old. William was born in 1921
so the picture probablly was taken about 1922-23, just about the time Cornelius was planning his trip to Holland. Cer-
tainly, the picture had to have been taken prior to May 23, 1923, Tony Van Laarhoven’s date of death.

26 Josephine (Van Laarhoven) Reinhold
27 Josephine (Van Laarhoven) Reinhold
28 The Statue of Liberty-Ellis Island Foundation, Inc.’s website: http://www.ellisisland.org, Cornelius Laarhoven,  Apr 22, 1923, Rotterdam,

Holland - Ln 0001, p. 0243.
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Passenger Records For The Nieuw Amsterdam, Holland28

Arrival April 22, 1923 At The Port of New York
First Name: Cornelius 
Last Name: Laarhoven 
Ethnicity:  
Last Place of Residence: Kaukauna, Wisc. 
Date of Arrival: Apr 22, 1923 
Age at Arrival:  58y    Gender:  M    Marital Status:  M   
Ship of Travel: Nieuw Amsterdam 
Port of Departure: Rotterdam, Holland 
Manifest Line Number: 0001 

________________
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Jacoba died February 4, 1929 in Vanden Broek Township, Kaukauna, Out-
agamie County, Wisconsin where she resided.29 She was 66 years, 11 months
and 3 days old when she died. Her cause of death was influenza which she
had for 35 days. Her death certificate indicates that at her death, she was a
housewife married to Cornelius Van Laarhoven. Jacoba is buried in the Holy
Cross Cemetery in Kaukauna, Wisconsin. Cornelius Van Laarhoven provided
the information contained in the Jacoba’s death certificate.

Jacoba (Wouters) Van Laarhoven’s death certificate indicates she was born
March 1, 1862 in Holland. Her remembrance card says she was born in Mid-
delbeers, Netherlands on March 1, 1862 and died in Kaukauna, Wisconsin,
February 4, 1929. Her father’s name was Johannus Wolters, although LaVerne
(Van Laarhoven) Zastrow’s research and information indicates Jacoba’s fa-
ther’s name was Willem Wouters, and Jacoba’s remembrance card indicates
her name was spelled Jacoba Wouters. Her mother’s name was Elizabeth An-
soms.  Both of Jacoba’s parents were born in Holland.

No obituary was found for Jacoba. According to LaVerne (Van Laarhoven)
Zastrow, her grandfather, Cornelius Van Laarhoven, had the remembrance
card print in English and Dutch. The remembrance card was given to friends
and relatives, including relatives in Holland. 

Josephine (Van Laarhoven) Reinhold explained that Cornelius lived with her
parents, Martin and Ludmilla, when Josephine was about 17-18 years old. She
also explained that when she was about 8-10 years old she visited Cornelius

while he was living in Kaukauna on Canel Street.

Cornelius Van Laarhoven died on November 11, 1945 in the City of Kaukauna, Outagamie County, Wisconsin where
he was residing.31 He was 81 years, 2 months and 24 days old. His death certificates indicates he was born on August
18, 1864 in Holland. His father was Peter Van Laarhoven. His mother’s name is Marie Van Grinsven. Both of Cor-
nelius’ parents were born in Holland. At the time of his death, Cornelius was a retired farmer and a widower. He died
of mygcortitis senility due to senile gangrene. Cornelius is buried in the Holy Cross Cemetery, Kaukauna, Wisconsin.
His son, John G.A. Van Laarhoven provided the information on Cornelius’ death certificate.

29 Jacoba Van Laarhoven’s Death Certificate, No. 225 dated February 7, 1929, Register of Deeds, Outagamie County, Wisconsin.
30 “Cornelius Van Laarhoven’s Obituary,” Star News, Thursday, November 22, 1945, p. 10, Medford, Wisconsin.
31 Cornelius Van Laarhoven’s Death Certificate, No. 750, dated November 15, 1945, Register of Deeds, Outagamie County, Wisconsin.
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CORNELIUS VAN LAARHOVEN’S OBITUARY30
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JACOBA (WOUTERS) VAN LAARHOVEN

JACOBA (WOUTERS) VAN LAARHOVEN’S

GRAVE MARKER

HOLY CROSS CEMETERY—KAUKAUNA, WISCONSIN.

JACOBA (WOUTERS) VAN LAARHOVEN’S

REMEMBRANCE CARD

CORNELIUS VAN LAARHOVEN’S OBITUARY

UNKNOWN NEWSPAPER

CORNELIUS VAN LAARHOVEN’S GRAVE MARKER

HOLY CROSS CEMETERY—KAUKAUNA, WISCONSIN.
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