CHAPTER THREE

THE MARTIN AND LupMiLLA (ROTHAMER) VAN LAARHOVEN FAMILY

MARTIN AND LUDMILLA (ROTHAMER) VAN LAARHOVEN FAMILY PICTURE
CHILDREN L To R: MARTINA, AGE 2; WILLIAM, AGE 4 AND JOSEPHINE, AGE 6 MONTHS.
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| Martin Van Laarhoven was born Crijfo-
| gonus Ambrosius Martinus  Van
Laarhoven on December 7, 1895 in
Oostelbeers, Nood-Brabant, Holland,'
although his death certificate says Best,
Holland.?> His parents were Cornelius
Van Laarhoven, a farmer, age 31, living
in Oostelbeers and Jacoba Wouters, his
wife, a farmer, living in Oostelbeers.?
He went by the name Martin Van
Laarhoven after immigrating to the
| United States.

Martin’s death certificate indicates his
mother’s name was spelled Jacoba Wal-
ters and his father’s was spelled Cor-
nelius Van Laarhoven.* Cornelius Van
Laarhoven prepared a remembrance
card for his wife, Jacoba, when she
died.> Her remembrance card was writ-
ten in English and Dutch.® On both
cards, Martin’s parents’ names are
spelled Jacoba Wouters, wife of Cor-
| nelius Van Laarhoven.” Further, there is
an abundance of other evidence that in-
dicating that Jacoba’s last name was

CRIJFOGONUS AMBROSIUS CRIJFOGONUS AMBROSIUS Wouters.
MARTINUS VAN LAARHOVEN, AGE 6 MARTINUS VAN LAARHOVEN
PICTURE TAKEN IN HOLLAND. PICTURE TAKEN IN HOLLAND.
1 “Martin Van Laarhoven’s Obituary,” Star News, Thursday, January 20, 1955, Medford, Taylor County, Wisconsin; Martin Van Laarhoven’s Birth

Certificate sworn to on December 9, 1895 in Holland; Martin Van Laarhoven’s Baptismal Certificate, Church of S. Andreas, Oostelbeers, Noobrabant, Holland; Ver-
non Van Laarhoven’s Birth Certificate filed July 31, 1922, Vol. 16, p. 533, Taylor County, Wisconsin; Vernon Van Laarhoven’s Death Record July 27, 1923, Vol. 9,
p. 501, Taylor County, Wisconsin; Martina Stella Van Laarhoven’s Birth Record dated February 9, 1924, Vol. 18, p. 7, Taylor County, Wisconsin; Martina Stella Van
Laarhoven’s Death Record dated December 7, 1928, Vol. 11, p. 270, Taylor County, Wisconsin; LaVerne Jacoba Van Laarhoven’s Birth Record dated August 1, 1927,
Vol. 20, p. 496, Taylor County, Wisconsin; LaVerne Jacoba Van Laarhoven’s Death Record dated December 7, 1928, Vol. 11, p. 269, Taylor County, Wisconsin.
Josephine Mary Van Laarhoven’s Birth Record filed April 13, 1925, recorded May 8, 1925, Vol. 19 of Births, p. 20, Taylor County, Wisconsin; Josephine Reinhold;
William Van Laarhoven’s Birth Certificate registered August 8, 1921, Vol. 16, p. 16, Register of Deeds, Taylor County, Wisconsin; Martin Van Laarhoven’s Certifi-
cate of Death, No. 151, Vol. 18, p. 151, Taylor County Register of Deeds.

2 Martin Van Laarhoven’s Certificate of Death, No. 151, Vol. 18, p. 151, Taylor County Register of Deeds; Cornelius Van Laarhoven’s Petition
for Naturalization, No. 164, dated and filed May 7, 1917, 17th District Court, Phillips County, Montana.

3 Martin Van Laarhoven’s Birth Certificate; Martin Van Laarhoven’s Baptismal Certificate; Josephine Reinhold; Cornelius Van Laarhoven, This
is the Writting from the family Van Laarhoven;” Cornelius Van Laarhoven’s Petition for Naturalization.

4 Martin Van Laarhoven’s Death Certificate.

5 La Verne (Van Laarhoven) Zastrow; Jacoba Van Laarhoven’s Remembrance Card.

6 Jacoba Van Laarhoven’s Remembrance Card.

7 Jacoba Van Laarhoven’s Remembrance Card.
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MARTIN VAN LAARHOVEN AND LUDMILLA ROTHAMER’S
WEDDING PICTURE, MARRIED OCTOBER 12, 1920.

FRANK — THE HORSE
FRANK WAS MARTIN’S FAVORITE HORSE. THE HORSE LIVED A LONG LIFE
DUE To LovING CARE, INCLUDING COOKING His GRAIN BEFORE HE ATE IT.
APPARENTLY, THE HORSE’S TEETH WENT BAD. IN CASE, FRANK WAS FI-
NALLY Pur DowN DUE To OLD AGE AND THE FACT THAT FrRANK CouLD No
LONGER EAT.

Martin Van Laarhoven and Ludmilla Rothamer were married
October 12, 19208 at the Holy Rosary Catholic Church in Med-
ford, Wisconsin, although Martin’s obituary says October 12,
1920 while Ludmilla’s obituary says October 12, 1921° Rev.
G. Reuter signed their marriage certificate, and Ludmilla’s
brother and sister, David and Clara Rothamer were witnesses
to their marriage.'® The marriage certificate indicates that Mar-
tin’s occupation was farming and Ludmilla’s was housewife.!!
When they married, Martin was 24 and Ludmilla was 21.12
Their marriage was the first for both.!* After their marriage,
they farmed in the Town of Little Black, Taylor County, Wis-
consin.'* Later, Martin began the Van Laarhoven Implement
Company and Ludmilla helped him in its operation. '3

According to Josephine (Van Laarhoven) Reinhold, Martin
Van Laarhoven met Ludmilla Rothamer when he rode his
horse over to George and Ludmilla Rothamer’s place to buy
some potatoes. Cornelius Van Laarhoven’s farm shared a line
fence with and abutted George Rothamer’s farm.!® The Van
Laarhoven family and the Rothamer family were neighbors.
Apparently, Rothamers were growing potatoes, and in the
process of buying potatoes, Martin met George’s daughter,
Ludmilla, who he eventually married.!” According to
Josephine Reinhold, Martin struck quite an image while riding
his horse, and Ludmilla was just taken by him.

8 Martin Van Laarhoven and Ludmilla Rothamer’s Certificate of
Marriage; Martin Van Laarhoven’s Last Will And Testament, No. 148398, Vol AB of
Misc., p. 470, Taylor County Register of Deeds, Medford, Wisconsin; Petition For
Probate of Will And For Proof Of Heirship, Final Account and Petition, Proof of Heirs,
Judgment Allowing Final Account And Assigning Estate, In Re Estate Of Martin Van
Laarhoven, County Court, Taylor County, Wisconsin.

———

9 “Martin Van Laarhoven’s Obituary,” January 22, 1955; “Lud-
milla Van Laarhoven’s Obituary, Star News, Wednesday, November 17, 1982;
Josephine Reinhold.

10 Martin Van Laarhoven and Ludmilla Rothamer’s Certificate of
Marriage.

11 Martin Van Laarhoven and Ludmilla Rothamer’s Certificate of
Marriage.

12 Martin Van Laarhoven and Ludmilla Rothamer’s Certificate of
Marriage.

13 Martin Van Laarhoven and Ludmilla Rothamer’s Certificate of

| Marriage.
14 Deed, No. 68938, dated September 22, 1920, Vol. 73 of Deeds,

p- 21, Taylor County, Wisconsin; Quit Claim Deed, No. 113630, dated January 12,
1942, Vol 102 of Deeds, p. 418, Taylor County, Wisconsin; 1950 Plat Map, Little
Black Township, Taylor County, Wisconsin; “Martin Van Laarhoven’s Obituary,” Jan-
uary 22, 1955; “Ludmilla Van Laarhoven’s Obituary, November 17, 1982; Josephine

| Reinhold; Petition For Probate of Will And For Proof Of Heirship, Final Account

and Petition, Proof of Heirs, Judgment Allowing Final Account And Assigning Estate,
In the Matter of the Estate of Martin Van Laarhoven.

15 “Martin Van Laarhoven’s Obituary,” January 22, 1955; “Lud-
milla Van Laarhoven’s Obituary, November 17, 1982; Josephine Reinhold; Petition
For Probate of Will And For Proof Of Heirship, Final Account and Petition, Proof of
Heirs, Judgment Allowing Final Account And Assigning Estate, In Re Estate Of Mar-
tin Van Laarhoven.

16 1920 Plat Map, Little Black Township, Taylor County, Wis-

consin.
17 Martin Van Laarhoven and Ludmilla Rothamer’s Certificate of
Marriage.
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1920 PLAT MAP, LITTLE BLACK TOWNSHIP, TAYLOR COUNTY, WISCONSIN
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MARTIN AND LUDMILLA (ROTHAMER) VAN LAARHOVEN’S LOG HOME
IN LITTLE BLACK, WISCONSIN. JOSEPHINE VAN LAARHOVEN WAS BORN IN THIS
HOUSE. PEOPLE SEATED ON CAR’S RUNNING BOARD ARE
L To R: WILLIAM, MARTINA AND LUDMILLA VAN LAARHOVEN.
THE FARM HOUSE WAS A LoG HOUSE AND THE CAR WAS A
1928 CHEVROLET TOURING WITH SIDE CURTAINS.

MARTIN VAN LAARHOVEN

MARTIN AND LUDMILLA (ROTHAMER) VAN LAARHOVEN’S LOG HOME ENGAGEMENT PICTURE
IN LITTLE BLACK, WISCONSIN. THE DINNING ROOM IN THEIR LOG HOME. THE MARTIN VAN LAARHOVEN AND LUDMILLA ROTHAMER.
FAMILY WALKED MANY BLOCKS IN MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN
To FIND THE P1ANO.
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NAMES OF OTHER ISSUE LIVING

FULL NAME OF FATHER
OCCUPATION

FULL MAIDEN NAME OF MOTHER

'DATE OF BIRTH
PLACE OF BIRTH
BIRTHPLACE OF PATHER
BIRTHPLACE OF MOTHER

RESIDENCE OF SUCH PERSON
DATE OF CERTIFICATE

DATE OF REGISTRATION

ANY ADDITIONAL CIRCUMSTANCES
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LUupMILLA (ROTHAMER) VAN
LAARHOVEN’S BIRTH CERTIFICATE

LupMILLA (ROTHAMER) VAN
LAARHOVEN’S BAPTISMAL CERTIFICATE



Ludmilla (Rothamer) Van Laarhoven was born Ludmilla Rothamer on January 12, 1899 in Mellen, Ashland County, Wis-
consin and baptized on January 22, 1899 at Holy Rosary Church in Mellen.'® Her sponsors were Francis Rothammer and
Anna Derdowski.!” Her parents were George Rothamer and Ludmilla (Kummer) Rothamer.?

Martin and Ludmilla (Rothamer) Van Laarhoven had seven children. William, their first child, was born July 8, 1921 in
Little Black, Wisconsin and died November 30, 1999 in City of Punta Gorda, Charlotte County, Florida.?! Vernon, their
second child, was born July 28, 1922 and died January 26, 1923 of broncho pneumonia.?> Martina Stella was born Jan-
uary 27, 1924 and died December 6, 1928.23 Her cause of death was 3™ degree burns over almost her entire body.?* She
lived about four hours after being burned.?

MARTIN AND LUDMILLA VAN LAARHOVEN’S CHILDREN
Father’s Age Mother’s Age Date of
BO Child DOB DOB DOB Spouse’s Name Marriage
Dec 7, 1895 Jan 12, 1899 g
1 William (Bill) Jul 8, 1921 25 22 Elizabeth Moskalek Aug 11, 1943
2 Vernnon Jul 28, 1922 26 23 Never married N/A
3 Martina Stella Jan 27, 1924 28 25 Never married N/A
4 Josephine Mary?® / Marie?’ Apr 9, 1925 29 26 Carl Oliver Reinhold Jun 5, 1946
5 LaVerne Jacoba Aug 1, 1927 31 28 Never married N/A
6 LaVerne Mary Oct 30, 1929 33 30 Lyle Marvin Zastrow Jun 15, 1949
7 Vernon Karl Jul 19, 1932 38 33 Eunice Elaine Bolstad Nov 21, 1953
[Note: The information in this Table regrading spouse’s names and dates of marriage came primarily from LaVerne (Van Laarhoven) Zastrow, and is based on her
personal knowledge and her family research.

18 Ludmilla (Rothamer) Van Laarhoven’s Birth Certificate; Ludmilla (Rothammer) Van Laarhoven’s Baptismal Certificate, Parish Register, Holy
Rosary Church, Mellen, Wisconsin; 1900 United States Census, Township of Medford, Taylor County, Wisconsin, pp. 1, 2; Josephine Mary (Van Laarhoven) Rein-
hold’s Birth Record; Josephine Reinhold; “Ludmilla Van Laarhoven’s Obituary, Star News, Wednesday, November 17, 1982; Ludmilla Van Laarhoven’s Certificate
of Death, No. 331, Vol. 27, p. 331, Taylor County Register of Deeds, Taylor County, Wisconsin.

19 Ludmilla (Rothammer) Van Laarhoven’s Baptismal Certificate.

20 La Verne (Van Laarhoven) Zastrow; “Ludmilla Van Laarhoven’s Obituary,” November 17, 1982; 1900 United States Census, Township of
Medford; Ludmilla Van Laarhoven’s Certificate of Death.

21 William Van Laarhoven’s Birth Certificate; William Van Laarhoven’s Death Certificate, No. 9598243, Charlotte County Health Department,

Port Charlotte, Florida; “William Van Laarhoven’s Obituary,” Star News, Wednesday, December 8, 1999; Martin Van Laarhoven’s Last Will And Testament, Vol AB
of Misc., Page 470, Taylor County Register of Deeds, Medford, Wisconsin; Petition For Probate of Will And For Proof Of Heirship, Final Account and Petition, Proof
of Heirs, Judgment Allowing Final Account And Assigning Estate, In Re Estate Of Martin Van Laarhoven.

22 Vernon Van Laarhoven’s Birth and Death Records; Letter from Holy Rosary Catholic Church written to La Vern Zastrow and dated March 24,
1975. The original letter is in La Verne Zastrow’s possession.

23 Martina Stella Van Laarhoven’s Birth and Death Records; Letter from Holy Rosary Catholic Church to La Vern Zastrow.

24 Martina Stella Van Laarhoven’s Death Record, Department of Health B Bureau of Vital Statistics, State of Wisconsin, Vol. 11, p. 270; “Van

Laarhoven Girl Recovers,” Star News, Thursday, December 13, 1928, Medford, Taylor County, Wisconsin; “Two Children Burned to Death In Fire At Little Black:
Third Child Burned Badly Will Recover,” The Taylor County Leader, n.d., Medford, Taylor County, Wisconsin; “Two Children Burn to Death Near Medford: Third
May Die; Clothes Ignited By Stove In Kitchen,” unknown newspaper, n.d; William (Bill) Van Laarhoven’s letters to his mother, Ludmilla (Rothamer) Van Laarhoven-
dated Febuary 11, 1982 and n.d.

25 Martina Stella Van Laarhoven’s Death Record,.
26 Josephine (Van Laarhoven) Reinhold’s Birth Certificate.
27 Josephine (Van Laarhoven) Reinhold’s Certificate of Baptism, Holy Rosary Church, Medford, Wisconsin.
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Josephine Mary was born April 9, 1925 with no deformities.?® She was the 4" child in order of births and was legitimate.”
She was baptized Josephine Marie on April 12, 1925. When Josephine was born, her parents had three living children
and one child had died.?® At the time of her birth, Josephine’s father, Martin, was a farmer and her mother was a house-
wife.3' La Verne Jacoba was born August 1, 1927 and died December 6, 1928.32 Her cause of death was 3™ degree burns
over large areas of her head, body and extremities.>* She lived 2-3 hours after being burned.** La Verne Mary was born
October 30, 1929.%° Vernon Karl was born July 19, 1932.3¢ La Verne Mary and Vernon Karl were named after their
brother and sister who died prior to La Verne Mary and Vernon Karl’s birth.3” All the children were born in the Town
of Little Black, Taylor County Wisconsin.* Martina Stella, La Verne Jacoba, and Vernon are all buried in the Catholic
Cemetery, Medford, Wisconsin next to their parents.*

28 Josephine (Van Laarhoven) Reinhold’s Birth Certificate; Josephine (Van Laarhoven) Reinhold’s Certificate of Baptism, Holy Rosary Church,
Medford, Wisconsin; Josephine (Van Laarhoven) Reinhold’s Remembrance of First Holy Communion; Petition For Probate of Will And For Proof Of Heirship, Final
Account and Petition, Proof of Heirs, Judgment Allowing Final Account And Assigning Estate, In Re Estate of Martin Van Laarhoven.

29 Josephine (Van Laarhoven) Reinhold’s Birth Certificate.
30 Josephine (Van Laarhoven) Reinhold’s Birth Certificate.
31 Josephine (Van Laarhoven) Reinhold’s Birth Certificate.
32 La Vern Jacoba’s Birth and Death Records; Letter from Holy Rosary Catholic Church written to La Verne Zastrow; “Two Children Burned to

Death In Fire At Little Black: Third Child Burned Badly Will Recover,” The Taylor County Leader, n.d., Medford, Taylor County, Wisconsin; “Two Children Burn
to Death Near Medford: Third May Die; Clothes Ignited By Stove In Kitchen,” unknown newspaper, n.d; William (Bill) Van Laarhoven’s letters to his mother, Lud-
milla (Rothamer) Van Laarhovendated Febuary 11, 1982 and n.d.

33 La Vern Jacoba’s Death Record.
34 La Vern Jacoba’s Death Record.
35 La Verne (Van Laarhoven) Zastrow’s Birth Record, Taylor County Regester of Deeds, Taylor County, Wisconsin; Petition For Probate of Will

And For Proof Of Heirship, Final Account and Petition, Proof of Heirs, Judgment Allowing Final Account And Assigning Estate, In Re Estate Of Martin Van
Laarhoven.

36 La Verne (Van Laarhoven) Zastrow; Martin Van Laarhoven’s Last Will And Testament, No. 148398, Vol AB of Misc., p. 470, Taylor County
Register of Deeds, Medford, Wisconsin; Petition For Probate of Will And For Proof Of Heirship, Final Account and Petition, Proof of Heirs, Judgment Allowing Final
Account And Assigning Estate, In Re Estate Of Martin Van Laarhoven.

37 Josephine (Van Laarhoven) Reinhold and Lavern (Van Laarhoven) Zastrow.
38 Josephine (Van Laarhoven) Reinhold and Lavern (Van Laarhoven) Zastrow.
39 Lawrence Reinhold visited the cemetery on June 5, 2002 and took pictures of their headstones.
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Martina, La Vern Jacoba and Josephine Mary Van Laarhoven were burned in a house
fire on December 6, 1928.% Their father’s birthday was the next day, December 7.4
Josephine wrote about the incident many years later saying,*

When the fire took place, Willie was seven, Martina four (about to turn five),
I was three and LaVerne Jacoba was sixteen months. It was a cold night and we
three girls were playing with the Christmas catalogs. Father built shelves high
up in the corners of the kitchen to hold kerosene lamps so they were out of our
way and to prevent us children from playing with fire. On this fateful night my
parents decided to leave us girls play with the catalogs, but warned us not to tear
the pages out. With all safety factors in mind, my parents and Willie went to the
VERNON VAN LAARHOVEN GRAVEMARKER barn to do the chores. Soon the catalogs were torn and paper was laying all
MDD Evirgre Cevirers - Mioromn, wieonss. Over the congoleum floor. A wood burning stove was burning brightly in the
kitchen. We decided to pick up the papers and throw them in the kitchen stove
through its side door. A draft blew some of the burning paper back out when
the door was opened and onto the floor catching the other paper on fire. Con-
goleum was a floor covering very much like tar paper, but with a shiny cover-
ing to make it easy to clean. It took little time for this floor covering to melt and
burst into flames, giving off fumes and smoke. Little LaVerne Jacoba caught
on fire while being overcome with smoke. Martina tried to drag her little sister
out of the flames, but Martina caught on fire. I had my arms burned, but thought
I had better run to the barn to tell our parents. I heard Martina scream. Turning
around, I saw her standing on the porch completely engulfed in flames. Father
opened the barn door about this time as he had done frequently before. Seeing
the flames and the children, he ran to the house and quickly put out the flames,

(LAVERSE JACOBA VAN LAAHOVEN GRav MKtk kicking LaVerne Jacoba in the process. My parents did not own a car so my fa-
MEDFORD EVERGREEN CEMIETERY — MEDFORD, WISCONSIN.— ther ran up the hill to Paul Bach’s home to get their car. Mother wrapped us in
blankets and rushed us to the hospital. At the hospital LaVerne Jacoba was pro-
nounced dead on arrival from smoke inhalation. Martina was taken to the emer-
gency room. She was burned over 100 percent of her body. My arms were
burned and I was put in a crib in the children’s ward. Martina was asked what
happened and who put the paper in the stove. She said, “Josephine did.” She
was extremely dehydrated and asking for water. Later she died. I was not seri-
ously burned, but little did I know that [ would pay dearly for the deaths of my
sisters and many times I questioned, Lord, why was I allowed to live while my
beautiful sisters were allowed to die? I stayed in the hospital until the funeral
was over. Over the years I was told by many people, including my parents, that
since my sisters were burned so severely, they were placed in white caskets
MARTINA JACOBA VAN LAARHOVEN GRAVEMARKER like little angels with only cotton fluffed around them. I was told they looked

MARTIN AND LUDMILLA VAN LAARHOVEN’S DAUGHTER. . . .
MEDFORD EVERGREEN CEMETERY - MEDFORD, WISCONSIN. like little angels and little angels they were.

40 “Van Laarhoven Girl Recovers,” Star News, Thursday, December 13, 1928, Medford, Taylor County, Wisconsin; “Two Children Burned to
Death In Fire At Little Black: Third Child Burned Badly Will Recover,” The Taylor County Leader, n.d., Medford, Taylor County, Wisconsin; “Two Children Burn
to Death Near Medford: Third May Die; Clothes Ignited By Stove In Kitchen,” unknown newspaper, n.d.

41 Martin Van Laarhoven’s Birth Certificate; Martin Van Laarhoven’s Baptismal Certificate.
42 Josephine Reinhold, Tears & Joy (Salisbury, NC: Reinhold Publishing House, 1998), p. 12.
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LA VERNE JACOBA VAN
LAARHOVEN

STAR NEWS, N.D.—MEDFORD, WISCONSIN
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STAR NEWS
Medford, Wisconsin.
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THE TAYLOR COUNTY LEADER, N.D.
MEDFORD, WISCONSIN.
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Volume Fifty-three

Van Laarhoven
Girl Recovers

Josephine Van Laarhoven, three
years old, who was the least burned
of the three ehildren in the terrible
horning  aceident at  TLittle Black
Thursday night, is recovering salis-
factorily. She was able to leave the
hospital for her home Monday.

When the eclothing of the three
children started to ‘burn Josephine
rushed sereaming. to the back porch.
Her parents, Mr. and Mrs. Martin
Van Laarhoven, who were .in the
barn doing their ehores, heard her
and eame running to meet her.. The
flames had only started to burn her
arms, so Mr. Van Laarhoven was
able to extinguish them before they
made mueh further progress.

The other two gils were beyond
help, but . the parents made stren-
uous efforts to save them.
out the flames on their clothing, they
got the children to the hospltal at
Medford as quickly as possible, with
tha ‘help of their neighbor, Paul

Baceh.
Laverne, the sixteen-months-old
baby girl, died at the hospital at a-

bout nine that night, a little over:

two hours after the aceident. Mar-
tina, the five-year-old daughter,
lived until about 12:30. Yz

Martina, Josephine, and Laverne
had been left in the house at the
Van Laarhoven home, a mile west of
Little Black, while the parents, ac-
companied by the seven-year-old son

William, went to the barn to do the,

evening chores. Mr. Van Laar-
hoven had made a trip to the house
just a few minutes before the aeei-
dent.

The children were playing on the
kitchen floor in front of the range,
whieh had a shding draft and also
an end opening for fuel. They had
been playing with catalogs and news-
papers. It is supposed that either
they put pieces of paper into the
stove and pulled them out when
burning or a spark from the wood
fire flew out and set fire to .the
papers.
flames.

Martina, with her clothes flaming,
rushed out of the house to the back
poreh, where her father ran to her
<help.  He was able to put out the
s flames on her clothing but they had
“already done the damage. Martina
was very badly burned, there being
;c:.u'(:ely any skin left except on her
borace.

Puthng‘

Their clothing was soon in.

Mr. Van Laarbovenr™fuen :usmed
into the house, looking for the baby,
Laverne, and attempting to prevent
the house from burning. The dense
smoke from burning clothing and
paper had put out the kerosene lamp,
so it was impossible to see anything
in the kitehen. The floor was start-
ing to burn and clothing hanging on
the wall was burning. Mr. Van Laar-
hoven, while pulling the clothing
down from the wall, struck his foot
against the baby and, reaching down
in the blinding smoke, found her on
the floor in a buneh of burning
paper and  burning clothing.  The
baby was badly burned and from the
appearance of its face and mouth it
had breathed in flames.

The double fuuncral of the Laar-
hovent girls took place Monday mor-
ning, with serviees at the Holy
Rosary c¢hureh in Medford, con-
ducted by Rev. Fr. Reuter. urial

was in Evergreen eemetery,
bearers were eight givls of the Van
Laarhoven nc'"hhm hood :  Dorothy,
Marcella and Harviett Rothamer, May-
garet, Geraldine, and Katherine
Pernsteiner, Marie Brebhm, and El-
eanor Long.

Both ¢hildren were born on
farm where they lost their fives.
Laverne was 16 months old, having
been born August 1, 1927, an(l Mar-

The pall

the

tina was almost fxve, having been
born January 27, 1924. T he  sur-
viving childven are Willlam, aged
seven, and Josephine, who was

ithree last Aprik

Among the out-of-town people at
the faneral were three of Mr. Van
Laarhoven’s  brothers and  their
wives: Mr. and Mrs. Ted Van Laar-
hoven, Tron Mountain, Michigan; Mr.
and Mrs. Tony Van Laarhoven, Mad-
ison; and Mr. and Mrs. Henry Van
Laarhoven, Kimberly. His father
and mother, Mr. and Mrs. Cornelius
Van Laarhoven of Kaukauna, were
unable to attend the funeral, as the
mother is not expected to live;” the
other brothers, Johaun of Kaukauna,
Jack of West DePere, and Pete of
Clintonville, also were unable to be
present.

The neighbors and other friends of
the Van Laarhovens and other people
of the community have been very
kind to them and the Red Cross and
other Ol'gllllldll()lla have been able
to be of assistance.  Miss Annie
Poehnelt has been assisting Mrs.
Van Laarhoven at their home since
the aceident.

Peitersen & Storch

Chiropractors
‘‘Where the sick get well’?

————ee

Get the Star-News want ad habit.

STAR NEWS - THURSDAY, DECEMBER 13, 1928
MEDFORD, WISCONSIN.

Two Children
Burn to Death
Near Medford

Third Ma;uwﬁime; Clothes
Ignited By Stove In
Kitchen

IBy The Associated IPress}

MEDI«OR.D Wis—Their clothing ig-
aited by a stove in the kitehen of their
farm home, two children of Martin van
Laarhoven, were burned fatally, and a
third may die.

Martina, 5, and Laverne; 1, died in a
hoenpital here after being brauvght
their {arm home two miles
Medford Thursday night.

Josephine, 3, is badly burned.

Mr. and Mrs. Van Laarhoven and a
son, William, 7 were in the barn last
night doing chores. The three children
were playing in the kitchen and it is
believed the fire started when they fed
leaves from a catalogue into the side
draft of the stove.

The clothing of the children and
garments hanging from hooks on the
wall caught fire. The children ran out
on the back porch. and screamed for
help. Mr. Van Laarhoven was burned
about the arm and face in puttlng out
the flames.

Brought to-the hospital here, La-
verne died about 9:00 p. m. He had
breathed in the flames. Martina lived
until about 1:00 a. m. today. She gave
her life in an attempt to save her lit-
tle brother, her ciothing catching fire
when she seized him.

fram
south of

UNKNOWN NEWSPAPER

CARD OF THANKS

We  wish sineere
neighbors and {riends

for the sympathy and heip cxtendad

to express
thanks to our

our

to us during our bereavement. We
cspecially thank Paul Bach, Mr. and
Mrs. Alex. Zirngibl and e, Judius
Foehnelt for their kind assistance,
Father Reuter for his  comforting

words, and thoge who zent flowers
and placed cars at cur disposal, also
those who took such a kindly interest
in our fittle girl while she wus at the
Clinic,

Mr. and Mrs. Martin Van Liarhoven

STAR NEWS
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 13, 1928
MEDFORD, WISCONSIN.
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HOLY ROSARY RECTORY

424 W. CEDAR STREET

MEDFORD, WISCONSIN 54451

March 24, 1975

Mrs, LaVerne Zastrow
622 W, Elm St,
River Falls, Wisconsin 54022

Dear Mrs. Zastrow:

Listed below are the birthdates, baptismal dates and etc. that you asked for.

Vernon Van Laarhoven:
Born - 7-28-1922
Baptized - 7-31-1922
Date of Death - 1-26-1923
Date of Burial - 1-27-1923
G. Reuter - Officiated

Martina S, Van Laarhoven Lavern Jacoba Van Laarhoven
Born - 1-27-1924 Born: August 1,1927
Baptized - 1-29-1924 Baptized: August 10,1927
Date of Death - 12-6-28 Date ofdeath: 12-6-28
Date of Burial - 12-10-1928 Date of burial: 12/10428
G. Reuter - Officiated Ages lyear and 4 months

G.Reuter- Officiated-Sponsors: Grandparents
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LA VERNE MARY VAN LAARHOVEN
MARTIN AND LUDMILLA (ROTHAMER) VAN LAARHOVEN’S DAUGHTER.
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A N i L5
MARTIN AND LUDMILLA (ROTHAMER) VAN LAARHOVEN’S CHILDREN
L To R: JOSEPHINE MARY, WILLIAM (BILL) AND LA VERNE MARY.
WILLIAM’S FIRST HOLY COMMUNION AT HOLY ROSARY PARISH.
MEDFORD, WISCONSIN.

THOUGHT TO BE MARTINA VAN LAARHOVEN
MARTIN AND LUDMILLA VAN LAARHOVEN’S DAUGHTER.

- : s - o — . * -
W o x 5 L R o Spdhed A 't"' N i e

MARTIN AND LUDMILLA (ROTHAMER) VAN LAARHOVEN’S CHILDREN
L To R: WiLLIAM (BILL), LA VERNE MARY AND JOSEPHINE MARY.

ANNIE POEHNELT WITH LA VERNE VAN MARY LAARHOVEN LA VERNE JACOBA VAN LAARHOVEN
AND UNKOWN CHILD WITH HER. LA VERNE IS WEARING A WHITE DRESS. BORN: AUGUST 1, 1927; DIED: DECEMBER 6, 1928.
MARTIN AND LUDMILLA VAN LAARHOVEN’S DAUGHTER.
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MARTIN AND LUDMILLA (ROTHAMER) LA VERNE JACOBA VAN LAARHOVEN FirsT HOLY COMMUNION

VAN LAARHOVEN’S CHILDREN BORN: AUGUST 1, 1927. JOSEPHINE VAN LAARHOVEN, AGE 10.
WILLIAM VAN LAARHOVEN STANDING. DIED: DECEMBER 6, 1928. MARTIN AND LUDMILLA (ROTHAMER)
MARTINA VAN LAARHOVEN SITTING. MARTIN AND LUDMILLA (ROTHAMER) VAN LAARHOVEN’S DAUGHTER.

VAN LAARHOVEN’S DAUGHTER.

FIrRST HOLY COMMUNION FIrRsT HOLY COMMUNION FIRsT HOLY COMMUNION

LA VERNE MARY VAN LAARHOVEN WILLIAM VAN LAARHOVEN VERNON KARL VAN LAARHOVEN
MARTIN AND LUDMILLA (ROTHAMR) MARTIN AND LUDMILLA (ROTHAMER) MARTIN AND LUDMILLA (ROTHAMER)
VAN LAARHOVEN’S DAUGHTER. VAN LAARHOVEN’S SON. VAN LAARHOVEN’S SON.
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'WEDDING PICTURE WEDDING PICTURE
LYLE ZASTROW AND LA VERNE VAN VERNON VAN LAARHOVEN AND EUNICE BOLSTAD.
LAARHOVEN. MARRIED NOVEMBER 21, 1953.
MARRIED JUNE 15, 1949.

WEDDING PICTURE 'WEDDING PICTURE
CARL OLIVER REINHOLD AND JOSEPHINE MARY WILLIAM (BILL) VAN LAARHOVEN AND ELIZABETH (LIBBY) MOSKALEK’S
VAN LAARHOVEN MARRIED AUGUST 11, 1943

MARRIED JUNE 5, 1946, CARL, AGE 28 AND
JOSEPHINE, AGE 21
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My commission expires.. @6’{ -27 AL D, 19'1Z

HAY

Register of Deeds.

Kecelvea 1or I5€COra vnis.. R —rey ol S i |
, |,

ij A. D. 190?0 - at. ? -o'clock 4 M. (71&47> Notary Public... ’Z”V ‘47’ cveeeeienn. County, Wis. : "‘ ‘|
c— N

|
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1950 PLAT MAP, LITTLE BLACK TOWNSHIP, TAYLOR COUNTY, WISCONSIN
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MAaRrTIN AND LupmiLLa (RoTHAMER) VAN LAARHOVEN FAMILY FaArM IN LitTLE BLACK, WISCONSIN
MarTIN AND Lupmirra (RotHaMER) VAN LaarHOVEN BuiLt ALt Tre Buipings IN Tais PicTUurE.
Tue OriciNaL Housg, BARN AND MacHINE SHED WERE BuiLt From Logs.

MAaRrTIN AND Lupmirra (RoTHAMER) VAN LAArRHOVEN’s Lo HomE MAaARrTIN AND Lupmirra (RoTHAMER) VAN LaarnovEN HoMmE IN 1945
In LittLeE Brack, Wisconsin. Tris Lo Housk Is WERE MARTIN AND In LittLE Brack, Wisconsin. THis NEw FARMHOUSE
LupmiLra BEGan THEIR MaRRIED Lire AND Raisep Four Was BuiLt To RepLace THE OLp LoG Housk.

Or THEIR SEVEN CHILDREN.
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BINDING GRAIN ON FArRM IN LITTLE BLACK, WISCONSIN
MARTIN VAN LAARHOVEN DRIVING FORDSON TrRACTOR. His WIFE, LUDMILLA, OPERATING GRAIN BINDER. THE BINDER CUT THE GRAIN, BUNDLED IT
AND TiED THE BUNDLES. THE BUNDLES OF GRAIN WERE LEFT ON THE GROUND TO BE SHOCKED AND THRASHED WHEN CURED.

L To R: LupmiLLA (ROTHAMER) VAN LAARHOVEN AND MARY POEHNELT L To R: MARY POEHNELT AND LupMILLA (ROTHAMER) VAN LAARHOVEN
MaRy Is HIRED HELP. NoOTICE THE “Coup” ON SLED / CUTTER. THE CUTTER WAS PULLED LupmiLLA IS SMOKING HER PIPE. MARY Is HIRED HELP.
WiTH A ONE HORSE SHAY. IT HAD A STOVE INSIDE To KEEP OCCUPANTS WARM. MARTIN
VAN LAARHOVEN WouLD TAKE His FAMILY FOr RIDES ON SUNDAY AFTERNOONS IN THE
Coup. ALso Usep THE Coup To Go To CHURCH AND STORES.

MARTIN VAN LAARHOVEN LupMiLLA (ROTHAMER) VAN LAARHOVEN SAWING W00OD WITH DRAG SAwW AND TRACK
HauLinG Logs For HoLy RosarRy CHURCH MEDFORD, WISCONSIN. MARTIN
Cut FIREWOOD For THE CHURCH To EARN EXTRA MONEY S0 HE WouLb Not
Loose His FARM DURING THE DEPRESSION.
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LupMiLLA (ROTHAMER) VAN LAARHOVEN, MARTIN’S WIFE

MARTIN VAN LAARHOVEN
WiTH His SON, WILLIAM (BILL), IN THE FAMILY CAR LITTLE BLACK, WISCONSIN. L TO R: LA VERNE, AGE 5; MARTIN,
LUDMILLA, JOSEPHINE, AGE 10; VERNON, AGE 3 STANDING IN
FRONT OF JOSEPHINE. THE CAR WAS A BUICK WITH THREE SEATS.
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L To R: LA VERNE, AGE 7; JOSEPHINE, AGE 12; VERNON, AGE 5.

JOSEPHINE VAN LAARHOVEN, AGE 20
THE PICTURE OF JOSEPHINE VAN LAARHOVEN, AGE 20, WAS TAKEN
PRIOR TO HER MARRIAGE TO CARL OLIVER REINHOLD. THE PICTURE
WAS TAKEN IN A PHOTO BOOTH IN 1945 WHEN CARL AND JOSEPHINE
WERE AT THE FAIR GROUNDS. JOSEPHINE’S BLOUSE IS THE FIRST AR-
TICLE OF CLOTHING SHE EVER MADE. JOSEPHINE HAD A DIFFICULT TIME
MATCHING STRIPES.

JOSEPHINE VAN LAARHOVEN, AGE 15
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THE WIVES ARE SEATED IN FRONT OF THEIR HUSBANDS, EXCEPT FOR RACHEL. THE CHILDREN ARE MARTIN S. BROow L To R: PETER,
JOHNNY, CORNELIUS, THEODORE AND MARTIN VAN LAARHOVEN. MROW L TO R: KATE, ANNIE, RACHEL, JULIA AND LUDMILLA VAN
LAARHOVEN (WIVES). FROW L TO R: VERNON, JOSEPHINE AND LA VERNE MARY VAN LAARHOVEN.

k.

MARTIN AND LUDMILLA (ROTHAMER) VAN LAARHOVEN WITH THEIR FOUR CHILDREN
CHILDREN L To R: JOSEPHINE, AGE 13; VERNON, AGE 7; LA VERNE, AGE 8 AND WILLIAM, AGE 17.
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JOSEPHINE MARY VAN LAARHOVEN, AGE 19
HiGH SCHOOL PROM - MEDFORD, WISCONSIN.
MARTIN AND LUDMILLA (ROTHAMER)
VAN LAARHOVEN’S DAUGHTER.

VERNON VAN LAARHOVEN, AGE 22
SERVED IN UNITED STATES ARMY
KOREAN WAR, 1954.
MARTIN AND LUDMILLA (ROTHAMER)
VAN LAARHOVEN’S SON.

WIiLLIAM (BILL) VAN LAARHOVEN, AGE 20
SERVED IN UNITED STATES NAVY.
‘WORLD WAR II. ENLISTMENT PICTURE.

WiLLIAM (BILL) VAN LAARHOVEN, AGE 19
MARTIN AND LUDMILLA (ROTHAMER)
VAN LAARHOVEN’S SON.
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LA VERNE MARY VAN LAARHOVEN, AGE 19
MARTIN AND LUDMILLA (ROTHAMER)
VAN LAARHOVEN’S DAUGHTER.

WILLIAM (BILL) VAN LAARHOVEN, AGE 21
SERVED IN UNITED STATES NAVY.
WORLD WAR II. PICTURE TAKEN 1942,



A

WEDDING PICTURE WEDDING PICTURE
WILLIAM (BILL) VAN LAARHOVEN AND ELIZABETH (LIBBY) MOSKALEK CARL OLIVER REINHOLD AND
MARRIED AUGUST 11, 1943. JOSEPHINE VAN LAARHOVEN.

MARRIED JUNE 5, 1946.

WEDDING PICTURE WEDDING PICTURE

LYLE ZASTROW AND LA VERNE VAN VERNON VAN LAARHOVEN AND EUNICE BOLSTAD.
LAARHOVEN. MARRIED NOVEMBER 21, 1953.

MARRIED JUNE 15, 1949.
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WiLLIAM (BILL) AND ELIZABETH (LIBBY)
VAN LAARHOVEN

MARTIN VAN LAARHOVEN FAMILY PICTURE - JANUARY 12, 1974
MARTIN VAN LAARHOVEN DECEASED - 1955.
Brow L To R: BILL, AGE 52 AND VERNON, AGE 41.
Frow L To R: LUDMILLA, AGE 75; LA VERNE, AGE 44; AND JOSEPHINE, AGE 48.

LYLE AND LA VERNE ZASTROW

VERNON AND EUNICE VAN LAARHOVEN CARL AND JOSEPHINE REINHOLD
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‘William Van Laarhoven

(1921-1999)

Seceurs%t Josepﬁ s“Hospltal“ m: Port - .

Charlotte, Fia.

Funeral services were held Saturday,
Dec. 4 at St. Francis of Assisi Catholic
Church. Burial took place at Gulf Pines
Memorial Park.

Lemon Bay Funeral
n“ﬂlﬁ\llnﬂf‘ mﬂ

AJIIEIV VY UUNS 1 i,

with arrangements.

William Van Laarhoven was bom
July 8, 1921 at Little Black. He was a
self employed owner of Van’s
Equipment, Industrial and Agricultural
Machinery sales and service. He moved
from Medford to Englewood, Fla. in
1975, and to Punta Gorda in 1997.

He was a Navy Veteran of WWII;
22nd mayor of Medford, serving two
terms from April 1968 to April 1972;
Medford’s Man of the Year in 1979; a
member of the Knights of Columbus
Father Cattrell Council No. 7672; for-
mer District Deputy of Knights of
Columbus, both in Wisconsin and
Florida; and a 4th Degree Knight of the
American Legion Post No. 113 of
Rotonda West.

Survivors include his wife of 56
years, Elizabeth “Libby” of Punta
Gorda; four daughters, Vivian Fenner,
Mondovi, Jeanne Bergelin,
Menomonie, Mary Katz of Beverly
Hills, Calif., and Ruth-Rieman, Akron,
Ohio; five sons, William, Woodiand
Hills, Calif., Thomas, Atlantic
Highlands, N.J., Robert, Sarasota, Fla.,

Home

1
accictad tha familv
LI ITLVS LRI LCLRLARR

Medford Mayor, William ’

William Van Laarhoven

James, Punta Gorda, and Christopher
Chambers, Marathon, Fla.; two sisters,
Josephine Reinhold, -Sarasota, and
LaVerne Zastrow, River Falls; one
brother, Vernon, Blue Grass, Iowa; 11
grandchildren; and five great-grandchil-
dren.

The family requests memorials. be.
made to the Leukemia Society of
America.
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SALISBURY POST — JANUARY 9, 2002, SALISBURY, NORTH CAROLINE

CARL OLIVER REINHOLD’S HEADSTONE — MEDFORD, WISCONSIN
HoLY ROSARY CATHOLIC CEMETERIES.
BORN AUGUST 13, 1917 — DIED JANUARY 5, 2002.

STAR NEWS — JANUARY 10, 2002,
MEDFORD, WISCONSIN.
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Josephine Reinhold

1925-2013

Josephine Mary Rein-
hold (nee Van Laarhoven),
88, formerly of Medford,
passed away on April 23,
2013 in Hollywood, Flori-
da.

Josephine was - born
on April 9, 1925 in Little
Black, Wisconsin, to Mar-
tin and Ludmilla (Rotham-
er) Van Laarhoven. She
was united in marriage
to Carl Reinhold on June
5, 1946 in Medford, and

- together they raised 12
children on their family farm. Later they moved to
Blue Grass, Iowa, Sarasota, Florida, Salisbury, North
Carolina, and Hollywood, Florida. Josephine was a
nurse for many years, a lifelong Catholic and devoted
mother.

She is survived by her children, Judith Reinhold
(Brian Hornewer) of Green Bay, Wisconsin, Richard

(Alvern) Reinhold of Arvilla, North Dakota, Bar-
bara Reinhold of Miami, Florida, Cary Reinhold of
Palmer, Alaska, David Reinhold (Mary Hammond) of
Prior Lake, Minnesota, Lois (David) Hoppe of Rhine-
lander, Wisconsin, Lawrence Reinhold (Tanya Tan)
of Walnut, California, Marlene (Alfred) Grandinetti
of Plymouth, Wisconsin, Carol (Kenneth) Landry of
Seattle, Washington, Carolyn Reinhold of Collins,
Iowa, Kathleen Tonn of Anchorage, Alaska, and Val-
erie Reinhold (David Joyce) of Missouri; 23 grand-
children; and 10 great-grandchildren. She is also sur-
vived by a sister, LaVerne M. (Lyle) Zastrow of River
Falls, Wisconsin.

She was preceded in death by her husband; her
parents; three brothers, William Van Laarhoven, Ver-
non C. Van Laarhoven and Vernon K. Van Laarhoven
(in infancy); and two sisters, Martina Van Laarhoven
and LaVerne J. Van Laarhoven.

A Memorial Mass will be held at Our Lady of the
Holy Rosary Church in Medford on June 22, at 11
a.m., followed by interment of her cremated remains
at Evergreen Cemetery. Paid Obituary 25-129903

THE STAR NEWS — JUNE 20, 2013
MEDFORD, WISCONSIN

JOSEPHINE MARY REINHOLD’S HEADSTONE
MEDFORD, WISCONSIN
HoLy RosARY CATHOLIC CEMETERIES.
BORN APRIL 9, 1925 — DIED APRIL 23, 2013.

Josephine Reinhold

1925-2013

Former Medford resident
Josephine Mary Reinhold,
88, Hollywood, Fla., died on
Tuesday, April 23. A memo-
rial mass will be held on Sat-
urday, June 22 at 11 a.m. at
Holy Rosary Catholic Church
in Medford. Interment of her
cremated remains will be at
Evergreen Cemetery in Med-
ford.

The former Josephine Van
Laarhoven was born on April
9, 1925 in Little Black to the
late Martin and Ludmilla (Rothamer) Van Laarhoven.

On June 5, 1945 in Medford, she married Carl Rein-
hold, who preceded her in death. They farmed and she
was a nurse for many years. They moved to Blue Grass,
Iowa, Sarasota, Fla., Salisbury, N.C. and Hollywood.

She was a lifelong Catholic.

Survivors include 12 children, Judith (Brian
Hornewer) Reinhold of Green Bay, Richard (Alvern)
Reinhold of Arvilla, N.D., Barbara Reinhold of Miami,
Fla., Cary Reinhold of Palmer, Alaska, David (Mary
Hammond) Reinhold of Prior Lake, Minn., Lois (David)
Hoppe of Rhinelander, Lawrence (Tanya Tan) Reinhold
of Walnut, Calif., Marlene (Alfred) Grandinetti of Plym-
outh, Carol (Kenneth) Landry of Seattle, Wash., Carolyn
Reinhold of Collins, Iowa, Kathleen Tonn of Anchorage,
Alaska, and Valerie (David Joyce) Reinhold of Mo.;
a sister, LaVerne M. (Lyle) Zastrow of River Falls; 23
grandchildren; and 10 great-grandchildren.

In addition to her parents and husband, she was pre-
ceded in death by three brothers, William Van Laar-
hoven, Vernon C. Van Laarhoven and Vernon K. Van
Laarhoven, in infancy, and two sisters, Martina Van
Laarhoven and LaVerne J. Van Laarhoven.

THE STAR NEWS — JUNE 13, 2013
MEDFORD, WISCONSIN
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VAN LAARHOVEN IMPLEMENT COMPANY — MEDFORD, WISCONSIN
MARTIN VAN LAARHOVEN WAS THE OWNER / OPERATOR.
BUILDING WAS THE OLD GERMANIN HALL.

LAARHOVEN | ’
VAN m.\‘s“s.:v-uAnmrpL Co

........

VAN LAARHOVEN IMPLEMENT COMPANY — MEDFORD, WISCONSIN
MARTIN VAN LAARHOVEN WAS THE OWNER / OPERATOR.
BUILDING WAS THE OLD GERMANIN HALL.

> 'w\..“\‘ R % .
VAN LAARHOVEN IMPLEMENT COMPANY — MEDFORD, WISCONSIN
MARTIN VAN LAARHOVEN WAS THE OWNER / OPERATOR.
BUILDING WAS THE OLD GERMANIN HALL.

Josephine(Van Laarhoven) Reinhold explained that her fa-
ther, Martin, fell ill with kidney stones in 1935. Martin had
surgery to remove the kidney stones which made him very
weak. According to Josephine, Martin started selling
Massey-Harris tractors shortly after his surgery primarily to
earn extra income because he was too weak to help with
farm chores. She explained that Martin’s stamina never re-
ally returned after the surgery.

On January 12, 1942, Martin and Ludmilla purchased an ad-
ditional 45 acres of farm land for six hundred and fifty dol-
lar.¥ Their new land was located a little over a mile from
their home farm.*

While his wife, and chil-
dren ran the farm, Martin
developed his implement
business.*® Martin pur-
chased a piece of property
that included a building in
Little Black, Taylor
County, Wisconsin.* The
property was next to
Mackoveck’s  printing
shop in Little Black.?
Later, Martin purchase a
second piece of property
located across the street
from his first piece, and
he moved the building
from his first piece of
property across the road
to the newly purchased
property.*® With his sec-
ond parcel, Martin had a
shop and a lot to display
his equipment.*

STAR NEWS
MEDFORD, WISCONSIN.

43 Quit Claim Deed, No. 113630, dated January 12, 1942, Vol.
102 Book of Deeds, p. 418, County Recorder, Taylor County, Wisconsin; 1950 Plat
Map, Little Black Twonship.

44 Quit Claim Deed, No. 113630; 1950 Plat Map, Little Black
Township.

45 Josephine (Van Laarhoven) Reinhold.

46 Josephine (Van Laarhoven) Reinhold.

47 Josephine (Van Laarhoven) Reinhold.

48 Josephine (Van Laarhoven) Reinhold.

49 Josephine (Van Laarhoven) Reinhold.
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MAaRTIN AND LubpmiLrLa (RoTHAMER) VAN LAARHOVEN’S Housk - 1977
125 NorTH WASHINGTON AVE., MEDFORD, WISCONSIN.

MarTIN AND LupmiLra (RoTHAMER) VAN LaarRHOVEN’Ss Housk - 1977
125 NorTH WASHINGTON AVE., MEDFORD, WISCONSIN.
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Rothammer, Deceased;

58
59
60
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62

Josephine (Van Laarhoven) Reinhold.
Josephine (Van Laarhoven) Reinhold.

Later, after World War II started, Martin sold both pieces of
property in the Little Black and moved his implement busi-
ness, including all his equipment to his farm located in the
Little Black Township.>® Martin’s farm was adjacent to the
property on which Little Black State Graded School was lo-
cated.’' He ran his implement business from his farm until
on April 14, 1944 when he purchased property in Medford,
Wisconsin on which the Germanin Hall was located. He
bought the property from the Medford Council 1744,
Knights of Columbus for $2,500.5> The Germanin Hall was
in the general vicinity of and on the same street as the Med-
ford Court House and Jail.>* After Martin purchase the prop-
erty on which the Germanin Hall sat, he ran his implement
business out of the Germanin Hall until his death in 1955.5

On May 14, 1952, Martin and Ludmilla (Rothamer) Van
Laarhoven purchased Ludmilla (Kummer) Rothammer’s
house in the City of Medford from Ludmilla Van
Laarhoven’s brother and his wife, David and Hanna
Rothamer for $6,000.%° David and Hanna carried Martin and
Ludmill’s $2,500 five year mortgage.*® David and Hanna in-
herited the house from David’s mother, Ludmilla (Kummer)
Rothamer when she died November 30, 1951.57

Josephine (Van Laarhoven) Reinhold explained that Martin
and Ludmilla (Rothamer) Van Laarhoven planned to move
into Ludmilla (Kummer) Rothamer’s house in Medford after
they purchased it.>® But when the Korean War broke out,
their son, Vernon Van Laarhoven, was drafted into the mil-
itary.” He had been operating their farm in the Town of Lit-
tle Black.®® As a result, Martin and Ludmilla’s plans
changed.®! Martin lived in the house in Medford for six
months after having bought the house and Ludmilla took
care of the farm, coming into Medford each Sunday.®?

Josephine (Van Laarhoven) Reinhold; Warranty Deed, No. 118865, dated April 14, 1944, Vol. 103 of Deeds, p. 605, County Recorder, Taylor
County, Wisconsin.; Warranty Deed, No. 129902, dated September 26, 1947, Vol. 116 of Deeds, p. 448, County Recorder, Taylor County, Wisconsin.

Josephine (Van Laarhoven) Reinhold.
Josephine (Van Laarhoven) Reinhold.

Warrant Deed, No. 140157, dated May 14, 1952, Vol. 120 of Deeds, p. 490, Register of Deeds, Taylor County, Wisconsin.

Mortgage, No. 140158, dated May 14, 1952, Vol. 100 of Mortgages, p. 100; Satisfaction Of Mortgage, No. 142942 dated August 25, 1953,
Vol. 99 of Mortgages, p. 598.
Judgment Allowing Final Account And Assigning Estate dated May 24, 1952, In Re Estate Of Ludmilla Rothamer, Also Knows As Ludmilla

Josephine (Van Laarhoven) Reinhold.
Josephine (Van Laarhoven) Reinhold.
Josephine (Van Laarhoven) Reinhold.
Josephine (Van Laarhoven) Reinhold.
Josephine (Van Laarhoven) Reinhold.

————————————————————————————————————————————————————

No. 140126, Vol. AB of Misc., p. 84, Register of Deeds, Taylor County, Wisconsin.
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WARRANTY DEED

THIS INDENTURE, Made this 1l4th day of April, A,D. 1944, between THE MEDFORD CQNCIL
1744, KNIGHY'S OF COLUMBUS, party of the first part, and MARTIN ViaN LAARHOVEN, party

of the second part.

WITNESSETH: That the sald marty of the first part, for and 1n conslderation of the
sum of Two Thousand, Five Hundred Dollars ($2500.00) to it in hand paid by the saild
party of the second part, the receipt whereof i1s hereby confessed and acknowledged, has
given, granted, bargained, sold, remised, released, alienated, comveyed and cocnfirmed,
and by these presents does glve, grant, bargain, sell, remise, allien, convey and
confirm unto the saldparty of the second part, his heilrs, and assigns forewver, the
following described real estate, situated in the County of Taylor and State of Wisconsin,
to-wit:

Lots Numbered Nine (9) and Ten (10), in Block Numbered Seventeen (17), of
the Wisccnsin Central Raillroad Company's Plat of “the Village of (now city )
of Medford.

TOGETHER with all and singular t he hereditaments and appurtenances thereunto belong-
ing or in anywise appertalning; and all the estsate, right, title, interest, c laim or
demand whatsoever, of the sald varty of the first part, either in law or equity,
elther 1n possesslon or expectancy of, in and to the above bargained premises and their
hereditaments and appurtenances.

TO HAVE AND TO HOLD the sald premises as above described with the hereditaments =nd
appurtenances unto the saidparty of the second part, and to his heirs and assigns
forever, subject however, to the following conditioms : The grantee herein agrees,
together with hils heirs and assigns, that the above described premises, and any bulldings
thereon, shall not be used for any public or private meetings without the written
consent of the grantor herein.

It 1s further agreed by the grantee, his helrs and assigns, that the grantor may use
two upstalirs rooms in the west end of the sald building now on the prcmises, farits
meetings without having to pay any rent therefor, and as aften as may be desired until
such time as sald grantor may be able to bulld or acquire some cther bullding for the
purpose of holding said meetings; but not to exceed two years after the war ceases and
the United States shall have declared peace.

It 1s further agreed that 1f the grantee herein should desire to sell sald premises,
the grantor shall begiven the first opportunity to repurchase the same; the value for
the purpose of such repurchase shall be determined by three appralsers, one to be selected
by the grantor, one by the grantee, and the third, by the other two appralsers; the
value so determined by such appraisers, shall not exceed tze sum of Two Thous and, Five
Hundred Dollars, ($2500.00), and shall be based upon the depreciation from usage and
age from the time of this conveyance, as well as the value to which the granter might

put the s&me.

And the sald Medford Council 17hY4, Knighte of Columbus, for itself, its heirs,
ececutors and adminlistrators, does covenant, grant, bargain and agree to and with the
sald party of the second part,hls heirs and as&igns, that at the time of the ensealing
and dellvery of these vresents, 1t is well selzed of the premises atove descrited as of
a good, sure, perfect, absolute and indefeaslble estate of inheritance 1in the law, in fee
simple and that the same are free and clear from all incumbrances whatever, and tuat the
above bargalned premises in the qulet and peaceable possession of the sald party of
the second part, his heirs and assigns, against all and every person or persons lawfully
claiming the whole or any part thereof, 1t will forever Warrant and Defend.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, we, A. J. Cunnlingham, Grand Knight, and Arthur Gelhaus, Wzalter
Newburg and Herbert Retteratih, Trustees, have executed this deed pursuant to and by
virtue of the authority in tiem vested by said Medford Council l7&h, Knilghts of
Columbus, and have hereunto subscribed our names officlally and aflfixed the seal of said
Medford Council 1744, Knights of Columbus, this 1lhth day of April, A.D. 194k,

Signed, Sealed and Delivered in Presence of MEDFORD COUNCIL 1744,
Ethel M. Andresen KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS (Corporate Name)
Claience Simon A, J. Cunningham (seal)
Grand Knight
Arthur J. Gelhaus (seal)
Trustee
Walter H.Newburg (Seal)
Trustee
Hertert C. Retterath(Seal)
Trustee

State of Wisconsin
County of Taylor )ss
Personally came before me this 1l4th day of April, #.D. 1944, the above named A. J.

Cunninghain, Grand Knight, Arthur Gelhaus, Walter Newburg, and Herbert Retterath, Trustees,

to me known to be the
J tively, of the Medford Council 1744, Knights of Columbus, : ¢
igiggﬁs desé?lbed in and who executed the foregoing diedtandeigkggﬁlgggegntggga{?eind e
as fficer and trustees executed the foregolng ns trum . 3
ggesgigeoaét and deed of said Medford Council 1744, Knights of Columbus, and as such offlicer
and trustees. ) -
NOTARY SEAL Clarence Simon
Notary Public, Taylor Co., His.
My commisslon expires 3-28&- 8

Received for record this 14 day of
April, A.D. 194% at 4:00 o'clock P.M.,
G. A. Gowey, Reglaster of Deeds
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WARRANTY DEED.

STATE OF WISCONSIN—FORM No. 9

| NUMBER . : _
| i This Indenture, Made by Otto Zuleger and Tillie Zuleger, his wife, individually

129902 | and as husband and wife

Oo
3
3
N
9
Q

grantors , of Taylor County, Wisconsin, hereby conveys and warranti to
Martin Van Laarhoven and Ludmilla Van Laarhoven, husband and wife,

as-joint tenants granteeS |, of Medford, T 28Y1QRunty, Wisconsin® for§

the sum of Seventy Five Dollars ($75.00)

the following tract of land in Taylor County, State of Wisconsin:
The West sixteen (16) feet of Lots Seven (7) and Eight (8),
Block Seventeen (17), of Wisconsin Central Raillroad Company's First
Addition to the village, now city, of Medford, Wisconsin.
| (W 16 ft. Lot 7, and W 16 ft. Lot 8, Blk 17).

S e 2 s

DAY SR AT RS

e
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9
™~
I
<
Q
A
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the said grantor § ha V@ hereunto set the ir hand S and seal Sthis 26 day of
Sept. ,A.D.,19 47 .
Signed and Sealed in Presence of
SEAL,
G. A. Gowey ] Otto Zuleger ( )
(G. A. Gowey) (Otto Zuleger) (SEAL)
Mildred Pfaff Tillie Zruleger
(Mildred Pfaff) (Tillie Zuleger) (seaLy |
STATE OF WISCONSIN, } B
88 (SEAL) -
Taylor Oounty. r.
Personally came before me, this 26 day of Sept ° LA.D., 19 4,7
' the above named Otto Zuleger and Tillie Zuleger, husband and wife 1
to me known to be the person S who executed the foregoing instrument and acknowledged the same.
i ‘ Recelved for Record this 26 day ot
i : NOTARY G. A. Gowey
! ; Sept. A p. .19 47, a3~ o'clocE * M. (6. A. Gowey) i
Notary Public, Taylor County, Wis.
i i G. A. Gowey Register of Deeds.
i ! ' SEAL My Commisston expires o—-11 LA.D., 1991
i Deputy.

271



NUMBER

_ 140157

WARRANTY DEED. STATE OF WISCONSIN—FORM No. 9

VO/ 120 of l)uo/s, P ge 490

This Indenture, made by

Clara Ploeckelman,

H.C. MILLER Co.. MILWAUKLE YC€O463

David Rothamer and Hannah Rothamer,
and Ludmilla Van Laarhoven,

his wife, and

grantor S§.M&X

Martin Van Laarhoven and rudmilla Van Laarhoven,

R FXWERXNNIX, hereby conveys and warrants to
hils wife, as Joint tenants,

Medford,
Six Thousand and no/100 Dollars - - - - - - - - -

grantee S, of Taylor County; Wisconsin, for

the sum of

the following tract of land in Taylor County, State of Wisconsin:

That part of Lot Nine (9), in Block Thirteen (13), of Mc Cartney &
Whelen's Addition to the City of Medford, Wisconsin, described as follows:
Commencing on the Easterly line of sald pot twenty feet northerly of the
southeast corner thereof; running thence westerly parallel with the southerly
line of said lot to the westerly line of said lot; thence northerly along the
westerly 1ine of said lot fifty-five feet (55'); thence easterly to a point

on the easterly line of said lot fifty-five feet (55') northerly of the

place of beginning; thence southerly along the Easterly 1line of said lot
to the place of beginning.

Second parties pay the taxes for 1952 when same become due.

$6.60 REVENUE STAMPS

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the said grantor 8 haVe “thelr hand Sandseal Shis 14

hereunto set day of
May ,A.D.,19 52.
Signed and Sealed In Presenco of David Rothamer (SEAL)
Emilie Giese (David Rothamer)
(Emilie Giese) Hannah Rothamer (SEAL)
Mildred Zentner (Hannah Rothamer)
(Mildred Zentner) Clara Ploeckelman (SEATL)
J (Clara Ploeckelman)
STATE OF WISCONSIN, ss. Ludmilla Van Laarhoven (.,
Taylor County. (Ludmilla Van Laarhoven)
Personally came before me, this 14th day of May ,A.D., 1952 )
the above named David Rothamer and Hannah Rothamer, his wife, and Clara Ploeckelman, ard

Ludmilla Van Laarhoven,

to me known to be the person 8 who executed the foregoing instrument and acknowledged the same.

Recelved for Record this 2 day of ] /\
June 4. p.15 52 ac 1:40 o*ciock F M. NOTAR \
G. A. Gowey

Register of Deeds.

Deputy.

Notary Public,

My Commission expire®Ctober 13

Emilie Glese
(Emilie Giese)
Taylor County, Wis.

,A.D., 19 52
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Martin Van Laarhoven died January 17, 1955 in Medford, Wisconsin and is buried in Evergreen Cemetery, Medford,®
although his death certificate says Martin was buried in the Medford Catholic Cemetery, Medford, Wisconsin.** His
death certificate indicates that he was living at 262 Washington Ave., Medford, Taylor County, Wisconsin at the time
of his death and he had been living there for six months prior to his death.®> Martin was 59 years old and married when
he died® He died of acute ventricular fibrillation due to myocardial infarct.” A period of 12 hours passed from the onset
of the condition causing Martin’s death until his death.®® LaVerne (Van Laarhoven) Zastrow & Josephine (Van
Laarhoven) Reinhold explained that maybe in medical terms, 12 hours passed from the onset of the condition causing
his death, but for those present when he died, his death was very sudden, within seconds. His social security number was
390-32-8298.9 Mrs. Ludmilla Van Laarhoven provided the information contained in Martin’s certificate of death.”

Josehpine (Van Laarhoven) Reinhold wrote:”!

On Monday morning, January 17, 1955, Father did not feel well so he decided to see Dr. Pieterson. He
thought he had the flu. Father walked the short distance from the shop to the chiropractor’s office, had
his treatment and returned to the shop. Mauritz Eagle, our milkman, hauled the morning milk from his
route to the factory and then went to the shop. He enjoyed my father’s company. There were other folks
there including my brother, Bill. Father was telling a joke when all of a sudden he fell from his chair and
died from a massive heart attack. Mauritz Eagle tried CPR. Dr. Meyer and the priest were called. Mother
was called from the farm. We lost our father so quickly. It was such a shock! The Red Cross called my
brother, Vernon, home again and he stayed several weeks. When the Red Cross called, Vernon was cer-
tain one of his babies had died. When the babies were born, Carla weighed in at an ounce or two over
two pounds and Charles weighed in a few ounces over three pounds. Vernon was overwhelmed when
he was told his father died. Our entire family could not get over the sudden shock. Bill was devastated
seeing his father joking one minute and dead the next. Our mother was devastated. Father was always
her shining star. They had many difficult times, but forgiveness was always around the corner. Vernon
was just home and his father was fine. Then he was gone. For me, I lost a friend I had finally found. LaV-
erne took it very hard. She felt she had shortened her father’s life by leaving the faith he held so dear.

Martin Van Laarhoven’s Last Will and Testament dated December 5, 1952 left everything he owned to his wife, Lud-
milla.” Specific property identified in Martin’s will was the Massey-Harris Agency and business enterprise, the farm lo-
cated in the Town of Little Black, dwelling house in the City of Medford and various personal property.’”> Martin’s son,
William Van Laarhoven was named as Martin’s executor.’™

63 Martin Van Laarhoven’s Certificate of Death; “Ludmilla (Rothamer) Van Laarhoven’s Obituary,” November 17, 1982.

64 Martin Van Laarhoven’s Certificate of Death.

65 Martin Van Laarhoven’s Certificate of Death.

66 Martin Van Laarhoven’s Certificate of Death.

67 Martin Van Laarhoven’s Certificate of Death.

68 Martin Van Laarhoven’s Certificate of Death.

69 Martin Van Laarhoven’s Certificate of Death.

70 Martin Van Laarhoven’s Certificate of Death.

71 Tears & Joy, p. 195.

72 Martin Van Laarhoven’s Last Will And Testament, Certificate of Probate & Judgment Allowing Final Account and Assigning Estate, No.
148398, Vol AB of Misc., p. 40, County Recorder, Taylor County, Wisconsin.

73 Martin Van Laarhoven’s Last Will And Testament.

74 Martin Van Laarhoven’s Last Will And Testament.
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The Warrant To Appraisers, Oath and General Inventory identified Martin and Ludmilla (Rothamer) Van Laarhoven’s
property and appraised value at Martin’s death. The property and its value were as follows:”

Homestead - House in the City of Medford: $6,000
Farm Property - Located in Town of Little Black: 6,800
Farm Inventory - Livestock & Equipment 2,620
Shop Machinery & Parts 9,565
Accounts Receivable (less doubtful accounts) 1,781
Stock & Bond 873
1948 Kaiser four door sedan 100
Checking Account 1,328
Personal Property omitted from inventory 585
Net income during administration 3,355
Total $33,007

At the time of Martin’s death, Martin and Ludmilla (Rothamer) Van Laarhoven’s dairy farm consisted of 125 acres’ with
13 milk cows, 8 heifers, 8 small heifers, ten chickens and the following equipment:”’

1 garden tractor 1 mower

1 corn planter 1 Masey-Harris, 101 Junior Tractor, 1946
1 corn binder 1 Pony tractor, 1951

1 grain drill 1 hay loader

1 lime spreader 1 manure loader

1 side rake 1 plow

1 combine 1 hammer mill

1 power saw 6 milk cans

2 milk pails 1 milk machine

1 silo filler 1 electric motor

75 Warrant To Appraisers, Oath And General Inventory, Schedules A, B & C dated, September 20, 1955, In Re Estate of Martin Van Laarhoven.

76 Warranty Deed, No149902 dated May 2, 1957, Vol. 126, Book of Deeds, Page 349, Taylor County, Wisconsin; Warranty Deed, No. 152985
dated November 13, 1958, Vol. 129, Book of Deeds, p. 169, Taylor County, Wisconsin.

77 Warrant To Appraisers, Oath And General Inventory, Schedules A, B & C and Personal Estate, In Re Estate of Martin Van Laarhoven.
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MARTIN AND LUDMILLA VAN LAARHOVEN
AGES 58 AND 55, RESPECTIVELY.

MARTIN VAN LAARHOVEN

MARTIN VAN LAARHOVEN
LupMILLA’S HUSBAND.

LupMILLA (ROTHAMER) VAN LAARHOVEN MARTIN VAN LAARHOVEN
MOTHER’S DAY - MAY 8, 1955. PicTURE TAKEN 1953 ON His FARM IN

LiTTLE BLACK, WISCONSIN.
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LupmiLLA (ROTHAMER) VAN LAARHOVEN
HOLDING BERNICE VAN LAARHOVEN,
HENRY AND MARIE
VAN LAARHOVEN’S DAUGHTER.

LupmiLLA (ROTHAMER) VAN LAARHOVEN
VISITING HENRY AND MARIE
VAN LAARHOVEN.

P iy X
T, A ~ .
MARTIN AND LUDMILLA (ROTHAMER) VAN LAARHOVEN
VISITING HENRY AND MARIE VAN LAARHOVEN.
GIRL IS HENRY AND MARIE VAN LAARHOVEN’S DAUGHTER, BERNICE.

o
MARTIN AND LUDMILLA (ROTHAMER) VAN LAARHOVEN
VISITING HENRY AND MARIE VAN LAARHOVEN.

2 >
e

. A : ' i . N
MARTIN AND LUDMILLA (ROTHAMER) VAN LAARHOVEN
VISITING HENRY AND MARIE VAN LAARHOVEN.

L To R: MARIE VAN LAARHOVEN, HENRY VAN LAARHOVEN’S WIFE,
MARTIN VAN LAARHOVEN AND WIFE, LUDMILLA AND BERNICE VAN
LAARHOVEN, HENRY AND MARIE VAN LAARHOVEN’S DAUGHTER.
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