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At some point after Martin died, Ludmilla entered into a partnership with her son,
William (Bill) Van Laarhoven, to operate the implement business that Ludmilla and
Martin had been operating prior to Martin’s death.78 Apparently, the partnership
came into existance on or around June 19, 1956 when Ludmilla transfered real prop-
erty on which the implement buusiness was located to William and herself to create
a tenancy in partnership between them.79 The partnership was conducted under the
name Van Laarhoven Implement Company, Medford, Wisconsin.80

On December 31, 1957, Ludmilla and William dissolved their partnership with the
dissolution effective January 1, 1958.81 William Van Laarhoven agreed to assume all
the liabilities of the partnership82 and Ludmilla agreed to transfer her interest in all
the assets and property to William, including the property on which the former
Germain Hall was located, the same property from which Martin Van Laarhoven
operated his implement business.83 William sold the property to the Midway
Telephone Company on July 28, 1959.84 According to Josephine Reinhold, her
mother, Ludmilla continued on with the business working for Bill until she retired
from her job at Bill’s implement company in 1975.

Ludmilla Van Laarhoven transferred her entire farm in the Town of Little Black to
her son, Vernon, and his wive, Eunice. On May 2, 1957, she transferred 45 acres85

and on November 13, 1958, she sold the remaining 80 acres to Vernon and Eunice.86

Vernon and Eunice transferred part of the property to Wyllis and Florina Jochimsen
on May 30, 195787 and the remainder to Eugene and Shirle Rothamer on August 30,
1967.88

78 Ludmilla (Rothamer) Van Laarhoven and William Van Laarhoven’s Dissolution of Partnership dated December 31, 1957.
79 Quit Claim Deed, No. 148429, dated June 19, 1956, Vol. 122 of Deeds, p. 459, County Recorder, Taylor County, Wisconsin.
80 Ludmilla (Rothamer) Van Laarhoven and William Van Laarhoven’s Dissolution of Partnership.
81 Ludmilla (Rothamer) Van Laarhoven and William Van Laarhoven’s Dissolution of Partnership
82 Ludmilla(Rothamer)  Van Laarhoven and William Van Laarhoven’s Dissolution of Partnership
83 Quit Claim Deed, No. 153004, dated December 31, 1957, Vol. 125, p. 202, County Recorder, Taylor County, Wisconsin; Quit Claim Deed,

No. 153005, dated November 26, 1958, Vol. 125, p. 203, County Recorder, Taylor County, Wisconsin.
84 Warranty Deed, No. 154232, dated July 28, 1959, Vol. 127 of Deeds, p. 424, County Recorder, Taylor County, Wisconsin.
85 Warranty Deed, No. 149902, dated May 2 1957, Vol 126 of Deeds, p. 349, County Recorder, Taylor County, Wisconsin.
86 Warranty Deed, No. 152985, dated November 13, 1958, Vol. 129, Book of Deeds, p. 169, County Recorder, Taylor County, Wisconsin.
87 Warranty Deed, No. 149903, dated may 10, 1957, Vol. 126 of Deeds, p. 350, County Recorder, Taylor County, Wisconsin.
88 Warranty Deed, No. 170867, dated August 30, 1967, Vol 139, p. 352, County Recorder, Taylor County, Wisconsin.
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Ludmilla (Rothamer) Van Laarhoven entered the Memorial Nursing Home in Medford in December 1979.  Joesphine
(Van Laarhoven) Reinhold wrote:89

Steven Reinhold’s (Rick’s son) birthday is on October 6, the same day Grandma Van Laarhoven had
a stroke! Mother was having trouble with her medications and not eating properly, along with a lack
of potassium. She was hallucinating or as she said, “Seeing little people.” We called a public health
nurse to look after mother’s medications and to make sure she took them, along with making sure she
ate proper foods. Mother was doing very well so the nurse felt she was capable of handling her med-
ications for a few days. Later, Mother said she felt funny and decided she had better unlock her garage
door so if help was needed someone could come in. She unlocked the door and then fell as she was
going into the kitchen. She managed to crawl to her bed, injuring her finger. She pulled the phone
down and called LaVerne to let her know she was in trouble. Meanwhile, LaVerne had a female
exchange student from the Netherlands staying with her. The student answered the phone and told
Mother that Mrs. Zastrow was not home at the time. Then she hung up the phone. At that point, Mother
could no longer speak. For three days she laid on the cold floor until the nurse found her the follow-
ing Monday afternoon. She was promptly transported to the hospital and LaVerne was called. Mother
had right-sided weakness, difficulty swallowing and could not speak, but her mind remained good. She
was hospitalized for about ten days.

. . .

Mother was put in the nursing home in Medford on December 30 among people she had known
through the years. She did very well with her therapy. She loved the nurses, especially Glatha Peters
whom she called “Dolly.” Glatha was such a pretty girl and so kind with my mother. Glatha (Peters)
Pillar was Grandma Van Laarhoven’s activity leader in the nursing home. My mother got on very well
in the nursing home, but whenever her children visited, she asked them to take her with them. I
enjoyed taking my mother on rides. We had an understanding that if I took my mother for a ride she
would buy me a piece of pie along with one for herself. This took place at the Meadow Farm
Restaurant in Abbotsford, Wisconsin. She had to count her pennies, but I would not deny her the honor
of buying that piece of pie. We enjoyed our outings, leaving me with many good memories and elim-
inating all the sad ones.

Ludmilla (Rothamer) Van Laarhoven died November 10, 1982 in Medford, Wisconsin and is buried in the Evergreen
Cemetery, Medford,90 although her death certificates says she is buried in the Medford Catholic Cemetery, Medford,
Wisconsin.91 Ludmilla’s was an 83 year old widower.92 She did not serve in the U.S. Armed Forces, but she was a US
citizen.93 Ludmilla’s social security number was 398-36-4939.94 Her cause of death was cerebrovascular accid___
which was due to or as a consequence of hyperseunou ____and atrial fibrillation.95 Her daughter, La Verne (Van
Laarhoven) Zastrow explained that she was told by the doctor that Ludmilla suffered a massive stroke.96 La Verne pro-
vided the information on Ludmilla’s death certificate.97

89 Tears & Joy, pp. 366, 367
90 Ludmilla(Rothamer)  Van Laarhoven’s Certificate of Death; “Ludmilla Van Laarhoven’s Obituary,” November 17, 1982.
91 Ludmilla (Rothamer) Van Laarhoven’s Certificate of Death.
92 Ludmilla (Rothamer) Van Laarhoven’s Certificate of Death.
93 Ludmilla (Rothamer) Van Laarhoven’s Certificate of Death.
94 Ludmilla Van Laarhoven’s Certificate of Death; Internal Revenue Service Form 712, Life Insurance Statement, dated January 25, 1983.
95 Ludmilla (Rothamer) Van Laarhoven’s Certificate of Death.
96 LaVerne (Van Laarhoven) Zastrow

97 Ludmilla (Rothamer) Van Laarhoven’s Certificate of Death.
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Ludmilla (Rothamer) Van Laarhoven’s Last Will and Testament specifically left her
Edison phonograph with record collection to her daughter, Josephine (Van
Laarhoven) Reinhold.98 (Josephine (Van Laarhoven) Reinhold later gave the Edison
phonograph and record collection to her daughter, Barbara Reinhold.) The remainder
of her property, which consisted of her house in Medford, Wisconsin, her household
goods, her car and a small amount of personal property, bank accounts, etc. were to
be divided equally among her children.99

Ludmilla (Rothamer) Van Laarhoven’s estate was not probated.100 La Verne Zastrow
was her mother’s Attorney-in-Fact101 and closed out her mother’s affairs.102 La
Verene explained that all of Ludmilla’s property was sold long (years) before her
death. La Verne further explained that Ludmilla paid for her own care in the nursing
home with the proceeds from her property, and her social security and death benefits.
Ludmilla’s house sold for $28,500 on November 21, 1980.103 After paying burial
expense and last expenses, each of Ludmilla’s four living children received
$3,440.33.104 At the time of her death, Ludmilla (Rothamer) Van Laarhoven’s living
children were: LaVerne Mary Zastrow, Vernon Van Laarhoven, Josephine
Mary/Marie Reinhold and William Van Laarhoven.105 Martin and Ludmilla’s obitu-
aries were published in the Star News on Thursday, January 20, 1955 and
Wednesday, November 17, 1982, respectively in Medford, Wisconsin.106

William (Bill) Van Laarhoven wrote three letters to his mother, Ludmilla (Rothamer)
Van Laarhoven, prior to her death and while she was residing in the Memorial
Nursing Home107 in Medford, Wisconsin. William discussed the fire in one of his let-
ters in addition to many childhood activities and stories about his parents. Two of the
three letters are included in their entirety. La Verne was unable to locate the third let-
ter.108

98 Ludmilla (Rothamer) Van Laarhoven’s Last Will And Testament dated September 13, 1978.
99 Ludmilla (Rothamer) Van Laarhoven’s Last Will And Testament.
100 La Verne (Van Laarhoven) Zastrow.
101 Power of Attorney, No. 208245, dated October 30, 1979, Vol. AU of Misc., p. 530, County Recorder, Taylor County, Wisconsin.
102 La Verne (Van Laarhoven) Zastrow; La Verne (Van Laarhoven) Zastrow’s letter to the State Bank of Medford dated March 9, 1983.
103 Warranty Deed, No. 208271, dated November 21, 1980, Vol. 161, p. 267, County Recorder, Taylor County, Wisconsin; Statement For

Closing Real Estate Transaction dated November 21, 1980; Real Estate Sales Contract dated September 8, 1980; Statement For Closing Real Estate transactin dated
November 21 1980; Borker’s Settlement With Seller dated November 21, 1980; McCarron Realty Inc Check payable to La Verne Zastrow in the amount of
$26,515.50.

104 Check No. 31503 dated March 11, 1983 payable to La Verne  (Van Laarhoven) Zastrow in the amount of $3,440.32; Check No. 31504 dated
March 11, 1983 payable to Vernon Van Laarhoven in the amount of $3,440.33; Check No. 31505 dated March 11, 1983 payable to Josephine (Van Laarhoven)
Reinhold in the amount of $3,440.33; Check No. 31506 dated March 11, 1983 payable to William Van Laarhoven in the amount of $3,440.33.

105 Check No. 31503 payable to La Verne (Van Laarhoven) Zastrow; Check No. 31504 payable to Vernon Van Laarhoven; Check No. 31505
payable to Josephine (Van Laarhoven) Reinhold; Check No. 31506 payable to William Van Laarhoven.

106 “Martin Van Laarhoven’s Obituary,” January 20, 1955; “Ludmilla (Rothamer) Van Laarhoven’s Obituary,” November 17, 1982.
107 Ludmilla Van Laarhoven’s Certificate of Death; Letter to Mr. William Van Laarhoven from Memorial Hospital of Taylor County And

Memorial Nursing Home dated November 10, 1982.
108 LaVerne Zastrow’s letter to Lawrence Reinhold dated June 11, 2002.
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MARTIN VAN LAARHOVEN’S GRAVE MARKER

HOLY ROSARY CATHOLIC CEMETERIES.
MEDFORD EVERGREEN CEMETERY — MEDFORD, WISCONSIN.

LUDMILLA (ROTHAMER) VAN LAARHOVEN’S GRAVE MARKER

HOLY ROSARY CATHOLIC CEMETERIES.
MARTIN VAN LAARHOVEN’S WIFE.

MEDFORD EVERGREEN CEMETERY — MEDFORD, WISCONSIN.
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