
CHAPTER
TWENTY-FIVE

Carl Oscar Reinhold
(The information in this section came from Carl Oliver And Josephine (Van Laarhoven) Reinhold, Carrie Lucille (Reinhold)

Kerns and Hazel (Reinhold) Moore’s memories unless otherwise indicated.)

Carl Oscar Reinhold was born March 22, 1885 in Wyanet, Bureau County,
Illinois.1 He moved with his parents to their farm in Westburg Township,
Buchanan County, Iowa on March 1, 1900.2 He went by the name Oscar Rein-
hold his entire adult life.

Carl Oscar Reinhold married Nora Melissa Decker on May 29, 1913 in Inde-
pendence, Iowa.3 Their Return of Marriage indicates the groom’s name was
Oscar Reinhold, his occupation was a farmer and his place of residence was
Winthrop, Iowa.4 When Carl Oscar was married, he would have been 28 years
old on his next birthday.5 Their Return of Marriage also indicates that Carl
Oscar was born in Bureau County, Illinois, the son of Charles Reinhold and
Carrie Anderson.6 The Return further indicates the bride’s name was Nora
Decker, she would have been 22 on her next birthday, her place of residence
was Independence, Iowa, she was born in Buchanan County, Iowa and her
parents where William Decker and Jane Hare.7

On February 27, 1908, Charles Reinhold purchased an 80 acre farm  in Section
11 of Liberty Township, Buchanan County, Iowa and moved to the property
in the Winter of 1908.8 Carl Oscar appears on the 1910 Census for Liberty

Township, Buchanan County, Iowa as living with his parents, Charles and Carrie Reinhold, but by then only
Frank and Carl Oscar were living with them.9

1 1900 United States Census, Westburg Township, p. 92B; Carl Oscar Reinhold and Nora Melissa Decker’s Return of Marriage,

District Court Buchanan County, Iowa; Walter Reinhold’s Death Certificate, No. 33-00743, dated October 8, 1913, Iowa State Department of Health-
Division of Vital Statistics; Carl Oscar Reinhold’s Death Certificate, # Dec 00 0 036409,  February 9, 1959, Wisconsin State Board of Health, Wood
County, Wisconsin; “Carl Oscar Reinhold’s Obituary,” Star News, January 22, 1959, Medford, Wisconsin; Carl Oscar Reinhold’s Wisconsin Motor Ve-
hicle Operator’s Licenses for years 1941, 1949 & 1958, Nos. 1156805, 940083 & 205231; Carl Oscar Reinhold’s Military Registration Card, Serial No.
115, Local Board, Buchanan County, Iowa.

2 “Frank Edward Reinhold’s Obituary,” August 30, 1922; “Charles Reinhold’s Obituary,” June 20, 1929; “Carrie (Anderson) Rein-

hold’s Obituary,” November 24, 1927.

3 Carl Oscar and Nora Reinhold’s Certificate of Marriage & Return of Marriage, Clerk of the District Court of Iowa,

Buchanan County, Iowa; Nora Reinhold’s Death Certificate dated April 23, 1962, No. 62-012535, Wisconsin State Board of Health
4 Carl Oscar and Nora Reinhold’s Certificate of Marriage & Return of Marriage, Clerk of the District Court of Iowa,

Buchanan County, Iowa; Nora Reinhold’s Death Certificate dated April 23, 1962, No. 62-012535, Wisconsin State Board of Health
5 Carl Oscar and Nora Reinhold’s Certificate of Marriage & Return of Marriage, Clerk of the District Court of Iowa,

Buchanan County, Iowa; Nora Reinhold’s Death Certificate dated April 23, 1962, No. 62-012535, Wisconsin State Board of Health
6 Carl Oscar and Nora Reinhold’s Certificate of Marriage & Return of Marriage, Clerk of the District Court of Iowa,

Buchanan County, Iowa; Nora Reinhold’s Death Certificate dated April 23, 1962, No. 62-012535, Wisconsin State Board of Health
7 Carl Oscar and Nora Reinhold’s Certificate of Marriage & Return of Marriage, Clerk of the District Court of Iowa,

Buchanan County, Iowa; Nora Reinhold’s Death Certificate dated April 23, 1962, No. 62-012535, Wisconsin State Board of Health
8 Charles Reinhold’s Warranty Deed dated February 27, 1908, Book 196, p. 362; 1910 Plat map, Liberty Township, Buchanan

County, Iowa; 1910 Census, Liberty Township, Buchanan County, Iowa; “Charles Reinhold’s Obituary,” June 20, 1929; “Carrie (Anderson) Reinhold’s
Obituary,” November 24, 1927.

9 1910 United States Census For Liberty Township.
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NORA (DECKER) REINHOLD & HER SISTER
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NORA (DECKER) REINHOLD, AGE 24 NORA (DECKER) REINHOLD

PICTURE TAKEN IN 1920.
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No one knows how Carl Oscar
Reinhold met Nora Melissa
Decker. When asked, Josephine
Reinhold and Carrie Lucille (Rein-
hold) Kerns said, “You know, I
never heard how they met.”
Josephine added, “Isn’t that funny.”
Both said, Carl Oscar and Nora
never talked about how they met.

Nora Decker and Carl Oscar Rein-
hold worked in different parts of
the United States prior to getting
married. Nora worked in Independ-
ence, Sioux City and Oran, Iowa as
a housekeeper, and Carl Oscar
Reinhold worked in various cities
in Iowa and Minnesota.10 He
worked in the Red River Valley of

North Dakota as a carpenter and general farm laborer and
traveled up to Winnipeg and Saskatchewan Province,
Canada working as a carpenter.11

Richard Reinhold recalled his father, Carl Oliver Reinhold,
explaining that Carl Oscar started work in Canada and
worked his way down through the Red River Valley, finally
returning to Iowa. Carl Oliver Reinhold said many times
that Carl Oscar Reinhold was an excellent carpenter. After
Carl Oscar retired from farming, he worked with Gus Lange
doing carpentry work and general repair. Carrie Lucille
(Reinhold) Kerns explained that Carl Oscar Reinhold did
tiling in fields around Winthrop, Iowa.

Carrie Lucille (Reinhold) Kerns, Carl Oliver Reinhold and
Richard Reinhold explained that it was common knowledge
in the Medford, Wisconsin area and the states surrounding
North Dakota that during the fall there was work available
in the Red River Valley area of North Dakota for those will-
ing to travel there to work in the fields during harvest sea-
son, shocking grain and working on thrashing crews.
Richard explained that during the winter, many North
Dakota farmers transported their teams of horses and equip-
ment to northern Wisconsin, Minnesota and Michigan
where they worked all winter in logging camps returning
home in the spring to plant their crops. Carrie Lucille and
Carl Oliver Reinhold added that during the early days
(1920s) in Wisconsin and Minnesota, men headed for the
logging camps, leaving their farm chores for their wives to

10 Various post cards Carl Oscar Reinhold wrote to Nora Melissa Decker from approximately August 1909 through July 1913.

11 Carl Reinhold and Richard Reinhold; Various post cards Carl Oscar Reinhold wrote to Nora Melissa Decker.

CARL OSCAR REINHOLD, AGE 15 NORA MELISSA DECKER, AGE 14

CARL OSCAR AND NORA REINHOLD’S WEDDING PICTURE

MARRIED MAY 1913.
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